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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1925. 

THE  SITTINGBOURNE,  MILTON  REGIS,  AND  MILTON 
RURAL  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  JOINT  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Combined 
Milton  and  Sittingbourne  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  for  the 
year  1925. 

The  past  year  will,  I  am  sure,  compare  very  favourably 
with  other  United  Districts. 

It  has  been  one  of  continued  activity  and  progress  in 
Public  Health  affairs  in  your  District. 

The  statistics  and  any  points  of  local  interest  arising 
in  our  experience  during  the  past  year  will  be  found  under 
the  heading  of  each  separate  District’s  considerations. 

New  Powers. — Drastic  new  regulations  to  secure  the 
cleaner  handling,  transport,  and  distribution  of  meat,  and 
more  adequate  inspection  of  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  food 
were  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  main  features  of  the  regulations  are  :  — 

Slaughtering . — Notices  of  slaughtering  and  of  evidence 
of  disease  must  be  given  to  the  appropriate  Officer  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

Meat  Marking. - Local  Authorities  are  authorised 

to  adopt  a  distinctive  mark  for  placing  on  carcases  found  to 
be  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Cleanliness. — Provisions  are  made  for  the  protection  of 
meat  against  contamination  by  dirt,  flies  and  so  forth. 

The  regulations  came  into  operation  April  1st. 

The  penalty  for  a  first  offence  is  a  fine  up  to  <£100,  and 
in  the  case  of  a  continuing  offence  a  further  fine  up  to  £50 
for  every  day  during  which  the  offence  continues. 

Other  important  measures  that  have  been  brought  into 
force  are  : — 

The  decision  to  adopt  by  each  separate  Council,  the 
Model  Bye-Laws  issued  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
Slaughter  Houses,  including  a  clause  for  the  use  of  an  efficient 
mechanical  appliance  of  the  type  popularly  known  as  a 
“humane  killer.” 

Tuberculosis. — (a)  Under  Article  4  of  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  no  person  who  is  aware  that 
he  is  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  tract 
shall  enter  upon  an  employment  or  occupation  in  connection 
with  a  dairy  which  would  involve  the  milking  of  cows,  the 
treatment  of  milk,  or  the  handling  of  vessels  used  for  cooling 
milk. 

(b)  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  provides 


for  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  infectious  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  who  are  not  pro¬ 
vided  with  sufficient  accommodation. 

Housing. — There  is  a  great  demand  for  houses  through¬ 
out  the  district  as  a  whole,  but  more  especially  in  the  parishes 
adjoining  the  large  towns,  like  Rainham,  Borden,  Tunstall, 
and  Hurston.  Overcrowding  is  more  marked  in  Sitting- 
bourne,  Milton  Regis,  and  Hurston,  where  there  is  a  big  de¬ 
mand  for  labour,  and  in  Rainham,  which  receives  the  over¬ 
flow  from  Gillingham  and  Chatham. 

As  regards  building,  the  “owner  occupier”  scheme  does 
not  appear  attractive  to  the  working  classes  of  Sittingbourne, 
but  there  is  a  great  demand  for  houses  that  could  be  let  at  a 
reasonable  rent. 

Sewerage. — In  the  Sittingbourne  and  Hilton  Regis  dis¬ 
tricts  there  is  a  very  important  matter  under  consideration, 
i.e.,  a  scheme  for  inter-communication  of  sewers.  The  areas 
referred  to  are  at  present  sewered  with  a  water  carriage 
system,  and  the  sewage  properly  treated,  but  the  Sitting¬ 
bourne  portion  has  to  be  lifted  about  57  feet  by  means  of 
ejectors  worked  by  compressed  air.  The  complete  abandon¬ 
ment  of  lifting  sewage  and  providing  a  system  of  gravitation 
will  certainly  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  community.  In  this 
direction  a  reference  to  the  1907-08  Annual  Report  of  Sir 
Arthur  Newsholme,  Principal  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  to  the  (then)  Local  Government  Board,  may  be 

quoted,  which  says: — “Local . consideration  too 

often  out-balances  the  public  interests,  and  ....  is  a 
serious  obstacle  to  an  efficient  and  economical  settlement  of 
problems  of  water  supply  and  sewerage,  in  which  neighbour¬ 
ing  districts  are  mutually  concerned.” 

Town  Planning. — On  the  1st  December,  1925,  the  Sitting¬ 
bourne  Urban  District  Council  passed  a  resolution  deciding 
to  prepare  a  Town  Planning  Scheme  for  the  southern  part  of 
their  district  (i.e.,  south  of  High  Street). 

With  my  Report  are  incorporated  the  Reports  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  three  Districts,  who  have  given 
me  every  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

Thanking  you  for  your  sympathetic  attention  at  all  times 
(o  the  work  of  my  department, 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  WERNET,  M.B.  (Lond.),  D.P.H., 

Surgeon  Captain,  R,N.  (Ret.). 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — During  the  year  there  were  573  Births  recorded, 
as  compared  with  591  in  the  previous  year,  which  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  14.8  per  1,000,  the  Birth  Rate  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  being  18.3  per  1,000. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country  there  is  in  each 
district  a  definite  decline  in  the  Birth  Rate.  There  exists 
little  doubt  that  the  greater  part  of  this  diminution  is  due  to 
deliberate  restriction  of  child  bearing  on  the  part  of  people 
themselves.  A  portion  of  the  fall  may  also  be  due  to  the 
housing  difficulties.  People  cannot  get  houses,  and  so  cannot 
afford  to  have  large  families.  In  addition,  they  are  faced 
with  the  knowledge  that  it  will  be  harder  than  ever  in  the 
future  to  find  occupations  for  their  children.  This  deliberate 
volitional  restriction  is  based  chiefly  upon  economic  motives; 
parents  cannot  afford  to  have  large  families.  Everything 
should  be  done  to  make  these  responsibilites  lighter,  and  no 
doubt  exists  but  in  time  State  endowment  of  motherhood  will 
be  necessary. 

Deaths. — The  nett  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  397, 
equivalent  to  a  Death  Rate  of  12.4  per  1,000,  which  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales,  which 
is  12.2  per  1,000.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were: — (1)  Old 
age,  (2)  Cancer,  (3)  Heart  Disease. 


* 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1925. 


SITTINGBOURNE  AND  MILTON  (COMBINED)  DISTRICTS. 


Causes  of  Death. 

to 

O' 

< 

< 

|  Under  1  Year.  J 

V 

CO 

f 

*  a 

3$  <M 

2  and  under 

5  Years. 

a  . 

"Cj  co 

r- .  a 
-  a; 

!>h 

§  12 
*o 

15  and  under 

25  Years. 

25  and  under 

45  Years. 

a 

'O  co 

5  5 

1-1  a 

3  ‘O 
- 

>o 

65  years  and 

upwards. 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

1 

Measles  .  . . 

1 

1 

.  . 

.  * 

t  # 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

9 

3 

2 

4 

.  . 

Diphtheria  &  Croup  .  . 

1 

1 

•  • 

.  . 

Influenza  . 

16 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis  ...  . 

.  . 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

20 

1 

3 

12 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

1 

9 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease  . 

51 

.  . 

3 

20 

28 

Heart  Disease 

49 

1 

4 

10 

34 

Rheumatic  Fever  .... 

4 

o 

o 

1 

Bronchitis 

20 

9 

1 

2 

2 

13 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  . 

30 

1 

5 

4 

1 

7 

8 

4 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases  . 

3 

. . 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

3 

3 

•  . 

.  • 

,  , 

,  , 

Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis  . 

1 

1 

.  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .... 

1 

.  . 

1 

Diabetes  . 

4 

2 

2 

Acute  &  Chronic 

Nephritis  .  .  .... 

14 

1 

r- 

i 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  &c 

9  9 

~  — 

,  . 

,  . 

2 

.  . 

8 

12 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

19 

,  . 

.  # 

.  . 

2 

17 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodeum  . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Pre- 

mature  Birth . 

16 

16 

Violent  Deaths  . 

15 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Suicide  . 

2 

1 

# 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

(including  Old  Age) .  . 

87 

4 

2 

1 

5 

3 

8 

22 

42 

Causes  ill-defined  or 

unknown  . 

1 

• 

1 

Totals,  1925  . 

397 

27 

18 

12 

14 

16 

44 

95 

171 

Totals,  1924  .  .  . 

311 

33 

7 

6 

10 

16 

37 

83 

149 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
in  1925  was  28.  Of  these  two  were  illegitimate.  The  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  is  equivalent  to  48.8  per  1,000  births. 

Comparisons  during  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows  : 


Deaths  under  Ratio  per  1,000 
Year.  Births  1  year.  Births. 

1921  710  ...  42  ...  59.15 

1922  640  ...  41  ...  64.06 

1923  630  ...  30  ...  47.61 

1924  591  ...  33  ...  55.83 

1925  573  ...  28  ...  48.87 


For  the  whole  County  of  Kent  last  year  it  was  53  per 
1,000,  and  for  England  and  Wales  75  per  1,000. 

For  the  Constituent  Districts  during  the  last  five  years 
it  was  as  follows  : — 


Milton  Rural. 


Sitting  bourn  e  . 


Milton  Regis. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 

1  year, 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

291 

263 

261 

249 

247 

14 

22 

11 

10 

6 

48.1 
83.6 

42.1 

40.1 
24.3 

244 

217 

229 

193 

187 

18 

9 

11 

16 

13 

1  73.7 
|  41.4 
48.0 
82.9 
69.4 

175 

160 

140 

149 

139 

10 

10 

8 

7 

9 

57.1 

62.5 

57.1 

I  41.3 
64.7 

The  following  table  analyses  the  causes  of  death  of  these 
Infants  last  year  at  different  ages  : — 


All  Ages  under  One  Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Under  four  weeks . 

10 

5 

Four  weeks — three  months . 

2 

4 

'I'livnn  qi'y  months  . 

— 

— 

Six  -  nine  months . 

2 

1 

Nine — twelve  months  . 

« 

1 

2 

Total  under  1  Year  . 

15 

12 

17 


All  Causes  Under  One  Year. 

Males. 

Females 

Measles  . 

1 

Whooninc  Couch . . . 

o 

1 

Influenza  . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 

Premature  Birth  . 

8 

3 

Congenital  Defects  . 

2 

Concenital  Debility  . 

1 

3 

Developmental  and  Wasting  Diseases  .... 
Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

2 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  . 

1 

Convulsions  . 

1 

Other  Causes . 

1 

1 

All  Causes . . 

15 

12 

These  tables  show  that  15  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life,  and  21  in  the  first  three  months;  the  chief  causes 
of  death  being  Premature  Birth  and  Congenita!  Defects  and 
Debility. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  Diarrhcea,  possibly 
on  account  of  the  very  cold  and  wet  summer  that  was  experi¬ 
enced,  although  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  are  other 
contributory  factors  to  this  disease. 

A  high  Infant  Mortality  Rate  implies  (a)  the  loss  of  many 
infants;  (b)  a  larger  number  of  weaklings,  for  conditions 
which  kill  some  injure  others;  (c)  a  high  Death  Rate  in  the 
next  four  years  of  life ;  and  (d)  the  existence  of  unhealthy 
conditions  in  the  mothers  or  in  the  home-life  of  the  people. 

Very  few  years  ago  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  50  per 
1,000  would  have  been  regarded  as  almost  inconceivable;  in 
a  general  community,  however  good  their  surroundings  and 
howrever  intelligently  maternal  care  is  exercised,  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  children  are  premature,  and  cannot  all 
survive ;  some  are  born  with  malformations  and  other  defects 
which  soon  terminate  their  existence ;  others,  the  offspring  of 
weakly  parents,  cannot  long  survive,  and  in  spite  of  all  care 
there  is  a  large  proportion  who  will  succumb  to  one  or  other 
of  the  many  ailments  to  which  infancy  is  susceptible. 
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MATERNITY  &  CHILD  WELFARE  IN  SITTINGBOURNE, 
MILTON  REGIS,  &  MILTON  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


Under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918,  the 
three  Councils  of  Sittingbourne,  Milton  Regis,  and  Milton 
Rural  Districts  decided  to  form  a  Joint  Committee,  and  this 
consists  of  representatives  of  these  Councils,  together  with 
certain  ladies. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  Main  Centre  at  Chalkwell, 
which  meets  twice  a  week;  one  at  R  a  inham,  one  at  Bay  ford 
Road,  and  one  at  Newington,  all  having  Clinics  on  alternate 
weeks,  so  that  the  whole  district  is  well  provided  for. 

All  these  Centres  are  worked  on  most  economical  lines, 
and  although  the  total  amount  of  free  milk  granted  to 
mothers  and  children  has  been  strictly  limited  to  necessitous 
cases,  and  those  needing  it  from  a  health  point  of  view,  yet 
from  the  increasing  attendances  it  shows  that  they  are  much 
appreciated.  The  success  or  failure  of  a  centre  depends 
almost  entirely  on  the  Health  Visitor  in  charge.  By  her  per¬ 
suasion  mothers  bring  their  children  in  the  first  instance,  and 
they  come  now  at  an  earlier  age,  and  are  also  more  ready  to 
bring  older  children  for  advice.  Some  mothers  come  quite 
long  distances,  and  over  the  “cup  of  tea”  they  are  able  to 
make  comparisons  one  with  the  other,  and  a  friendly  rivalry 
is  engendered,  all  to  the  benefit  of  the  infants. 

Many  cases  that  were  being  fed  impropeily  have  im¬ 
proved  rapidly,  and  deformities  like  club  foot  or  squint  are 
referred  for  treatment,  and  personal  letters  are  often  written 
to  specialists  or  hospitals  to  obtain  special  treatment  for 
serious  cases. 

Admission  of  C onfinement  Cases  to  a,  Maternity  Home . — 
Arrangements,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
have  been  made  with  the  Royal  Naval  and  Marine  Maternity 
Home,  Gillingham,  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  compli¬ 
cated  cases,  or  where  the  home  conditions  of  the  house  are 
unsuitable. 
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HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT,  1925. 


Number  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitor:  — 


Sittingbourne.  Milton  Regis.  Milton  Rural. 
546  461  531 


Total,  1,538. 


Approximate  average  weekly 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres  : — 

CHALK VVELL  CENTRE. 

(Twice  weekly.) 

Mothers,  35 
Babies,  43 


attendances  at  Maternity 


BAYFORD  ROAD. 
(Fortnightly.) 
Mothers,  29 
Babies,  36 


RAINHAM. 

(  Fortnightly. ) 
Mothers,  21 
Babies,  26 


NEWINGTON. 
(Fortnightly.) 
Mothers,  12 
Babies,  15 


Total  amount  of  Milk  granted  free  to  Mothers  and  Chil¬ 
dren  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  Order ;  Sittingbourne, 
96  pints  of  Fresh  Milk,  76  packets  of  Dried  Milk;  Milton 
Regis,  170  pints  of  Fresh  Milk,  37  packets  of  Dried  Milk; 
Milton  Rural,  318  pints  of  Fresh  Milk,  99  packets  of  Dried 
Milk. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Sittingbourne. 

Milton  Regis. 

Milton  Rural. 

0 

0 

1 

Milton 

Milton. 

Sittingbourne. 

Regis. 

Rural. 

Births  notified  . 

.  182 

155 

216 

Legitimate 

.  176 

152 

215 

Illegitimate 

.  6 

3 

1 

Notified  by  a  Doctor  .. 

.  41 

42 

62 

,,  ,,  Midwife 

....  141 

113 

154 

Deaths  under  one  year 

.  12 

9 

6 

Legitimate 

.  12 

7 

6 

Illegitimate 

.  — 

2 

— 

The  Sessions  are  held  :  — 

CHALKWELL.  BAYFORD  ROAD. 

Mondays  and  Thursdays,  Every  alternate  Tuesday, 

2  to  4  p.m.  2  to  4  p.m. 


RAINHAM. 

Every  alternate  Tuesday, 
2  to  4  p.m, 


NEWINGTON. 
Every  alternate  Friday, 
2  to  4  p.m. 
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DEATHS  OF  MOTHER  IN  CHILDBIRTH . — One. 

District.  Cause  of  Death. 

Milton  Rural.  Puerperal  Sepsis. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


Sittingbourne. 

0 


Milt:,n  Regis. 

1 


Milton  Rural. 
0 


STILLBIRTHS. 


Sittingbourne. 

9 


Milton  Regis. 
4 


Milton  Rural. 
6 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision 

Impaired 

Vision  Un¬ 
impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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A  COMPARISON  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE 
THREE  DISTRICTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925,  AND 

FOUR  PAST  YEARS. 


Sittingbourne 

Milton  Regis 

Milton  Rural 

Combined 
Districts,  1925. 

Combined 

Districts,  1924 

Combined 

Districts,  1923. 

Combined 
Districts,  1922. 

(  ombined 
Districts,  1921. 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

1 

3 

_ 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

2 

2 

9 

1 

1 

7 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

Influenza . 

9 

3 

4 

16 

15 

5 

14 

13 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meningitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  . . 

9 

4 

7 

20 

27 

25 

14 

22 

Other  Tuberculosis . . 

1 

1 

4 

6 

3 

7 

9 

6 

Cancer, Malignant  Disease 

7 

15 

29 

51 

40 

44 

39 

33 

Rheumatic  Fever  . . 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Heart  Disease . 

16 

16 

17 

49 

40 

61 

52 

48 

Bronchitis  . 

9 

3 

8 

20 

16 

9 

5 

8 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  . . 
Other  Respiratory 

10 

8 

12 

30 

25 

11 

19 

21 

Diseases  . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 

— 

— 

3 

3 

5 

6 

4 

4 

under  2  years 

1 

2 

— 

3 

6 

8 

4 

5 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

— 

1 

-  - 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

5 

2 

Acute  &Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

4 

5 

14 

15 

13 

10 

11 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage  etc. 

6 

5 

11 

22 

17 

20 

14 

19 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

1 

3 

15 

19 

17 

10 

2 

17 

Duodenum . 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents&Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Parturition . 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation, including 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

6 

5 

5 

16 

19 

14 

17 

17 

Suicide . 

5 

5 

5 

15 

10 

12 

11 

8 

Suicide  . 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

i 

(including  old  age)  . . 
Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 

27 

24 

34 

85 

72 

69 

93 

79 

known . 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

o 

Totals. . 

119 

108 

170 

397 

341 

333 

340 

327 
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SITTINGBOURNE  AND  MILTON  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

A  comparison  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year  1925  in  the  Combined  Districts,  with  1924. 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Sittingbourne 

Milton  Regis 

Milton  Rural 

Combined 

District,  1925 

Combined 

District,  1924 

Diphtheria . 

10 

4 

10 

24 

22 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

39 

16 

14 

69 

14 

Enteric  Fever  . 

8 

1 

1 

10 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

20 

13 

23 

57 

30 

Other  Tuberculosis . 

5 

3 

11 

18 

10 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

3 

3 

9 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Fever . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Totals . 

85 

41 

62 

188 

85 

The  case  rate  of  these  diseases  for  England  and  Wales  per 
1,000  living  is  as  follows: — Small-pox,  0.14;  Scarlet  Fever, 
2.36;  Diphtheria,  1.23;  Enteric  Fever,  0.07;  Puerperal 
Fever,  0.06;  and  Erysipelas,  0.39. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria.  —  There  were  twenty-four  cases  of  this 
disease  during  the  past  year,  five  of  which  were 
proved  to  be  negative,  and  one  death.  This  disease 
shows  a  steady  decline  for  the  last  live  years,  and  is  no  doubt 
due  to  prompt  swabbing  of  all  contacts  and  isolation  of  those 
proved  to  be  positive.  This  was  markedly  illustrated  in  one 
house,  where,  besides  the  original  case,  there  were  six  posi¬ 
tive  contacts,  five  out  of  six  of  these  sleeping  in  one  room — an 
excellent  focus  for  the  starting  point  of  an  epidemic,  but  im¬ 
mediately  checked  by  discharging  them  all  to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  altogether  69  cases  in  1925, 
due  to  a  mild  outbreak  amongst  children  of  school  ages  in  the 
last  three  months  of  the  year,  which  was  answerable  for  37 
cases,  and  also  a  small  outburst  in  July,  when  there  were  14, 
so  that  there  were  only  18  for  the  remaining  eight  months  of 
the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  overcrowding  facilitates 
the  spread  of  all  infectious  diseases,  but  in  these  days  other 
factors  play  an  important  role,  such  as  cheap  transport  in 
trains  and  ’buses,  and  the  popularity  of  picture  houses,  where 
children  of  all  ages  assemble  in  great  numbers  and  under  con¬ 
ditions  favourable  to  the  spread  of  infection.  Yet,  making 
allowance  for  sporadic  outbreaks,  these  diseases  certainly  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  getting  steadily  less,  and  may  be  attributable  to 
protecting  the  children  by  increasing  their  powers  of  resis¬ 
tance.  Some  other  factors  there  may  also  be  to  explain  this 
decline  in  infectious  diseases,  but  it  is  very  probable  that  a 
large  amount  of  this  improvement  is  due  to  the  work  of  In¬ 
fant  Welfares  and  of  School  Medical  Inspection  and  Treat¬ 
ment. 


Typhoid  Fever. — Ten  cases  notified — 8  from  Sitting- 
bourne,  1  from  Milton  Rural,  and  1  from  Milton  Regis.  Of 
these  one  was  not  clinically  Typhoid,  one  was  “true”  Typhoid 
and  subsequently  died,  the  remaining  8  were  Paratyphoid 
Fever.  Of  the  latter,  5  cases  occurred  in  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  in  one  house,  and  although  at  the  time  no  cause  for 
the  outbreak  could  be  traced,  it  is  now  believed  that  it  was  due 
to  a  “carrier,”  a  very  old  patient,  who  at  the  time  of  writing 
remains  in  Hospital  and  is  still  positive. 


Other  Infectious  Diseases. — Whooping  Cough  arid  Measles 
were  prevalent  during  the  months  of  January  and  May,  both 
in  Sittingbourne  and  the  Milton  Rural  Districts.  In  Milton 
Regis  Urban  District,  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  the 
month  of  January,  but  it  is  remarkable  that  there  was  only 
one  case  of  Measles  in  that  district  notified  from  the  schools 
bn  the  whole  year.  Mumps  was  prevalent  in  Milton  Rural 
District  in  the  month  of  December. 
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POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

The  amount  of  Outdoor  Relief  given  for  the  year  1925 
among  the  18  parishes  of  the  Milton  Union  was  £3,626/2/3. 
Included  in  this  sum  would  be  also  nourishment,  etc.,  given 
to  poor  persons  upon  a  doctor’s  recommendation. 


A  SCHEME  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  CRIPPLED 


CHILDREN. 


A  Conference  on  this  subject,  arranged  by  the  Kent 
County  Council,  took  place  at  Maidstone,  on  the  30th  Septem¬ 
ber,  1925,  to  discuss  ways  and  means  for  establishing  a  prac¬ 
tical  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  treatment  and  education  of 
crippled  children  in  Kent. 


The  Conference  passed  the  following  resolution  : — “That 
this  Conference  urges  the  County  Council  to  propose  a  com¬ 
prehensive  scheme  for  the  treatment  and  education  of  all 
crippled  children  in  Kent.” 

The  Conference  arose  as  the  result  of  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  the  Kent  Education  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  on  the  provision  of  orthopaedic  apparatus  for  children. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  Kent  Education  Committee  might 
find  it  desirable  to  establish  a  scheme  for  dealing  with  crip¬ 
pling  defects.  The  County  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  A.  Greenwood) 
was  asked  to  report  on  the  subject,  and  he  pointed  out  that  as 
crippling  defects  manifested  themselves  mainly  in  very  early 
life,  and  because  early  treatment  would  most  likely  be  effec¬ 
tive  a  comprehensive  scheme  would  seem  to  be  associated  with 
the  Infant  Welfare  organisations  rather  than  with  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority. 


It  was  pointed  out  that  a  large  number  of  the  children 
to  be  treated  would  probably  fall  into  the  category  of  those 
who  only  require  minor  operations,  and  could  be  treated  as 
out-patients.  This  could  be  arranged  for  at  Clinics  to  b« 
held  at  the  existing  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  of 
co-operating  Authorities.  These  Clinics  would  be  visited 
periodically  by  a  Specialist  in  Orthopaedic  Surgery,  and  a 
specially  trained  Nurse  would  also  attend  at  intervals  to  be 
arranged. 

For  the  proper  working  of  the  scheme  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  rely  on  voluntary  helpers,  who  will  search  out  and 
bring  to  the  Clinics  cases  requiring  diagnosis  and  treatment, 
and  will  also  undertake  some  correspondence  and  keeping  of 
records. 


\\  itli  regard  to  the  in-patient  treatment  of  crippled  chil¬ 
dren,  the  only  hospital  in  the  county  at  which  any  consider¬ 
able  number  of  beds  is  obtainable  is  the  Alexandra  Hospital, 
Swanley,  which  is  managed  in  connection  with  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew’s  Hospital,  London.  An  offer  has  been  made  by  the  Man¬ 
agers  of  the  Alexandra  Hospital  of  80  beds,  48  of  which  will 
be  for  children  under  16  suffering  from  Non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  32  for  children  under  16  suffering  from 
other  crippling  defects.  The  maintenance  charge  has  yet  to 
be  agreed,  but  it  will  probably  be  on  the  basis  of  actual  cost. 

A  ith  regard  to  48  beds  for  Tuberculous  cases,  the 
County  Council  is  the  sole  authority  responsible,  and  this 
part  of  the  arrangement  will  be  only  an  extension  of  the 
County  Council  s  present  Tuberculosis  scheme.  The  remain¬ 
ing  32  beds  will  be  available  for  crippled  children  below  edu¬ 
cation  age,  coming  either  from  the  County  CounciTs  area 
under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  or  from  the 
areas  of  the  other  Authorities  in  the  county  which  are  auto¬ 
nomous  under  that  Act  and  decide  to  co-operate  in  the  scheme. 
The  32  beds  will  also  be  available  for  children  of  education 
age,  coming  either  from  the  education  area  of  the  County 
Council  or  from  the  area  of  any  Education  Authority  in  the 
County  which  decides  to  co-operate  with  the  County  Council. 

In  addition  to  the  beds  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital,  there 
will  be  a  small  number  of  beds  available  at  some  of  the  General 
Hospitals,  for  cases  not  requiring  prolonged  treatment. 

Out-patient  treatment  for  crippled  children  will  also  be 
available  (on  terms  to  be  agreed)  at  the  Out-Patient  Depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Alexandra  Hospital  and  of  the  other  approved 
Hospitals,  but  out-patient  treatment  will  be  mainly  given  at 
the  Clinics  where  a  Surgeon  and  a  Nurse  will  be  in  atten¬ 
dance. 

PREVALENCE  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  THE  COMBINED 

DISTRICTS. 

There  were  56  cases  of  Phthisis  and  19  cases  of  other 
1  uber culous  Diseases  notified  throughout  the  district  during 
the  year. 

the  deaths  from  Phthisis  numbered  20 — the  mortality 
rate  being  0.63  per  1,000  of  the  population  living. 

As  regards  other  Tuberculous  Diseases,  there  were  6 
deaths— the  mortality  rate  being  0.13  per  1,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  living. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  notified  in  the  Combined  Districts  and  the  number  of 
deaths  during  the  last  5  years. 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

Total  No. 
of  Deaths. 

Mortality  per  cent, 
of  total  Deaths. 

1921 

.  40  ... 

...  22  . 

.  6.7 

1922 

.  36  ... 

...  14  . 

.  4.1 

1923 

.  55  ... 

...  25  . 

.  7.5 

1924 

.  30  ... 

...  27  . 

.  7.9 

1925 

.  56  ... 

...  20  . 

.  5.1 

5  years 

average  44 

...  22  . 

.  6.2 

These  figures  compare  very  favourably  with  the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years  in  the  County  of  Kent,  where  the 
average  number  of  cases  of  Phthisis  notified  was  1,537  and 
the  average  number  of  deaths  was  948,  with  a  mortality  of 
7.4  per  cent,  of  total  deaths.  The  average  age  of  death  was 
33.9  Years.  It  is,  therefore,  essentially  a  disease  of  young 
persons. 

During  the  year  75  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were 
received  as  follows:- — Milton  Rural,  34;  Milton  Regis,  16; 
Sittingbourne,  25. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  is  very  satis¬ 
factory,  for  the  earlier  a  patient  is  brought  under  observa¬ 
tion  the  sooner  will  he  benefit  from  treatment,  and  the  more 
hopeful  the  prognosis. 

The  ratio  in  the  joint  Districts  of  Non-notified  Tubercu¬ 
losis  deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  Avas  10  :  26.  There 
Avere  no  refusals  to  notify. 

Tuberculosis  Avas  the  cause  of  6.2.  per  cent  in  1925,  8.7 
per  cent,  in  1924,  in  1923  9.5  per  cent,  in  1922  6.9,  and  in 
1921  8.5  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  in  the  Combined  Districts. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Avas  the  cause  of  death  in  20 
cases,  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  6.  The  average  age 
of  death  Avas  30.5  years. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  deaths  and  notifications,  with  their  average  ages,  of  all  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  the  last  five  years. 
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There  are  known  to  our  Health  Department  237  cases  of  Consumption  living  in  our  Districts,  of  which 
126  are  males  and  111  females. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS,  1925. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmon. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmon. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 
year 

1 

1-5 

— 

- 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5-10  . . 

2 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10-15  .. 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

15-20  .. 

2 

4 

1 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  . . 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

25-35  . . 

8 

6 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

— 

35-45  . . 

9 

3 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  . . 

3 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

55-65  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals. . 

33 

23 

12 

7 

16 

4 

3 

2 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. 

Copies  of  these  Regulations  were  sent  to  each  Milk  Pur¬ 
veyor  in  the  Combined  Districts. 

There  was  no  necessity  to  take  any  action  under  these 
Regulations  nor  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD. 

There  is  need  of  improvement  in  the  Milk  Trade — in  the 
general  cleanliness  of  cowsheds  and  particularly  in  the  milk¬ 
ing  routine.  Most  of  the  milk  is  sold  locally. 

In  very  few  of  the  largest  dairy  farms  is  there  a  water 
cooling  apparatus  used.  This  should  be  in  all.  In  only  a 
few  is  there  evidence  of  systematic  grooming  and  careful 
cleansing  of  the  udders  before  milking,  and  provision  made 
for  the  milkers  to  wash  their  hands.  The  milk  vessels  are 
generally  clean.  The  lccal  Police  are  quite  active  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  duties  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
as  to  the  detection  of  adulteration  of  milk.  “Clean  Milk” 
posters  are  distributed  to  all  Milk  Producers  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  analyses  of  milk  are  undertaken  in  the  County  Bac¬ 
teriological  Laboratory. 

Up  to  the  present  no  applications  have  been  received  for 
licenses  for  Graded  Milk  in  this  District.  The  cleanliness  of 
milk  is  everything,  and  the  production  of  clean  milk  depends 
more  on  the  human  element  than  any  other  factor — in  other 
words,  the  man  or  woman  engaged  in  the  work  must  be  edu¬ 
cated  up  to  the  necessity  of  absolute  care  and  cleanliness. 
bV  ith  the  right  man,  clean  milk  can  be  produced  in  any  pre¬ 
mises,  and  the  most  expensive  buildings  and  equipment  under 
the  control  of  a  careless,  dirty  man  would  result  in  dirty 
milk.  To  promote  this  cleanliness  Clean  Milk  Competitions 
in  the  County  are  organised  by  the  Kent  Education  Commit¬ 
tee  in  conjunction  with  the  Kent  Milk  Recording  Society,  but 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  dairy  farmers  in  this  District 
have  as  yet  entered  for  the  competition. 


SALE 

OE  FOOD 

AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Samples  of 

food  taken 

in  the  Sittingbourne 

District 

during  the  year 

1925,  including  the  districts  of  Sitting 

fbourne, 

Milton  Regis,  and  Milton  Rural. 

Sample. 

No.  taken 

.  Sample.  No. 

taken. 

Arrowroot 

.  1 

Lard  . 

7 

Brandy  . 

.  4 

Margarine  . 

..  15 

Butter  . 

.  1G 

Mustard  . 

..  1 

Cocoa  . 

.  3 

New  Milk  . 

..  72 

Coffee  . 

.  4 

Skimmed  Milk 

i 

Cream  . 

.  4 

Oatmeal 

1 

Flour  . 

.  I 

R  um 

9 

Gin  . 

.  3 

Sag'o 

Ginger  . 

.  1 

Sugar 

J  am  . 

.  2 

Whisky  . 

..  13 
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RESULTS  OF  CONVICTIONS  UNDER  THE  SALE  OF 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Selling  New  Milk  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  at  least  10.6 
per  cent.,  at  Sittingbourne,  21st  April,  1925 — Fined  £1, 
and  costs,  £2/2/0. 

Selling  New  Milk  adulterated  and  containing  at  least  7.1  per 
cent,  added  water,  at  Sittingbourne,  21st  April,  1925 — 
Fined  £6,  and  costs,  £2/2/0. 

Selling  New  Milk  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  at  least  8.6 
per  cent.,  at  Sittingbourne,  7th  September,  1925 — Fined 
£5  and  costs,  £3/3/0. 

Selling  N  ew  Milk  adulterated  and  containing  at  least  8.1  per 
cent,  of  added  water,  at  Murston,  29th  November,  1925 
— Fined  £3  and  costs,  £2/2/0. 

Selling  New  Milk  adulterated  and  containing  at  least  22.7 
per  cent,  added  water,  at  Lower  Halstow,  29th  Novem 
ber,  1925 — Fined  £5  and  costs,  £2/2/0. 


E.  E.  HOARE,  Police  Superintendent. 
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TO  THE  MILTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Fourth  Annual  Report 
as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1925. 

During  the  year  there  were  170  Deaths,  giving  a  Death 
Rate  of  11.7  per  1,000;  the  average  for  the  last  five  years 
being  10.6  per  1,000.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  (1)  Old 
Age,  (2)  Cancer,  (3)  Heart  Disease. 

The  number  of  Births  was  247,  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of 
17.0  per  1,000,  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  was 
18.5  per  1,000. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  has  fallen  to  the  remarkably 

low  figure  of  24.3  per  1,000  births,  last  year  it  was  40.1,  and 

for  the  last  five  years  the  average  is  47.6  per  1,000,  a  figure 

which  only  a  few  years  ago  would  have  been  regarded  as 
almost  inconceivable. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  there  were  43 
notifications  recorded  (excluding  Tuberculosis),  compared 
with  14  in  1924,  and  an  average  of  60  per  annum  during  the 
past  five  years. 

Of  Scarlet  Fever,  10  cases  occurred,  as  compared  with  5 
in  1924,  and  an  average  of  20  during  the  past  five  years. 

Of  Diphtheria,  14  cases  occurred,  as  compared  with  5 
in  1924,  and  an  average  of  32  per  annum  for  the  past  five 
years. 

Of  Typhoid  Fever  there  was  1  case,  as  compared  with 
3  in  1924,  and  an  average  of  1.2  per  annum  for  the  past  five 
years. 

The  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  were  Whooping 
Cough  2,  Diphtheria  1,  Tuberculosis  11,  and  from  Pneu¬ 
monia  12. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  or  Consumption. — Of  this 
disease  there  were  7  Deaths,  as  compared  vdth  11  in  1924, 
and  an  average  of  8.6  during  the  past  five  years.  During  the 
year  23  cases  were  notified  to  me,  as  compared  with  12  in 
1924,  21  in  1923,  11  in  1922,  and  13  in  1921, 
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I  would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  action  has  not  yet 
been  taken  upon  the  following  : — The  need  in  Rainhatn  for 
main  drainage  must  again  be  strongly  urged.  The  proposed 
scheme  of  the  Chatham  and  Rochester  Authorities,  with  the 
outfall  works  at  Motley  Hill  is  well  in  hand,  and  the  Council 
should  take  up  the  matter  where  it  dropped,  so  far  back  as 
1912,  and  complete  this  long  overdue  sanitary  improvement. 

New  Powers. — It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  record  that 
the  Council  have  decided  to  adopt  the  Model  Bye-Laws  issued 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  regarding  Slaughter-houses, 
with  Clauses  9  (A)  and  9  (B)  modified,  as  follows  : — “A  per¬ 
son  shall  not  in  a  Slaughter-house  proceed  to  slaughter  any 
bull,  ox,  cow,  heifer,  steer,  calf,  or  pig  until  the  same  shall 
have  been  effectually  stunned,  and  such  stunning  shall,  with 
regard  to  bovine  animals  be  effected  with  a  mechanically 
operated  instrument  suitable  and  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  ” 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (acres). — 28,983. 

Population  (1925). — 14,480. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921). — 3,151. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921). — 
3,304. 

Ra t ea ble  Val u e .  — £ 98,626. 

Sum  Represented,  by  a  Penny  Rate. — £300  (about). 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 

Births. — Legitimate,  125  Males,  117  Females.  Illegiti¬ 
mate,  4  Males  and  1  Female.  Total,  129  Males,  118  Females. 
Birth  Rate. — 17.0;  1924,  17.4  per  1,000. 

Deaths.- — -104  Males,  66  Females.  Total  170.  Death 
Rate. — 11.7;  1924,  9.6  per  1,000. 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  or  in  Consequence  of  Child- 
birth. — 1 . 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  per  1,000 
Births. — 24.3;  1924,  40.1.  Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages), 
Nil.  Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  2.  Deaths 
f'om  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),  Nil. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1925. 


Disease^ 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

2 

Diphtheria..  . 

1 

0 

I 

Influenza . 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Bystem  . . 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. . 

3 

1 

4 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease . 

15 

14 

29 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

2 

— 

2 

Diabetes . 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c . 

6 

5 

11 

Heart  Disease . 

10 

7 

17 

Arteriosclerosis  . 

8 

7 

15 

Bronchitis . 

5 

3 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forme) . 

rr 

( 

5 

12 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases . 

2 

1 

3 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

2 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
Premature  Birth  . 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide  . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

4 

1 

5 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

23 

11 

34 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .. 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  : 

104 

6G 

170 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF 

AGE  DURING  1925. 


Sex 

-Age 

Certified  Cause  of  Death 

1 

F 

3  months  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Premature  Birth 

Premature  Birth 

Premature  Birth 

Imperfect  Development 

Premature  Birth 

•/ 

INI 

4  days . 

3 

M 

20  days  . 

4 

M 

1  day  . 

5 

F 

16  hours . 

6 

F 

15  hours . 

3  Males,  3  Females.  Total,  6. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


Cases 

Vision 

Im¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

Unim¬ 

paired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

Jn 

Hospital 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

There  were  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have 
been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  period 
under  review,  nor  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environ¬ 
ment  which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 


Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council. — Tuberculosis  Sanatorium. — No. 
of  beds  4G  (40  by  the  County  Council).  Fever  Hospital. — No. 
of  beds,  102,  by  Local  Authority.  Small-pox  Hospital. — No. 
of  beds,  20,  by  Local  Authority. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers ,  Illegiti¬ 
mate  Infants,  and  Homeless  Children. — None. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  by  the 
Local  Authority,  (b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases, 
by  Local  Authority. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — School  Clinic,  Albany 
Street,  Sittingbourne,  Saturday  Mornings, 
County  Council. 

Dental  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Sittingbourne,  Thurs¬ 
day,  County  Council. 

Eye  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Sittingbourne,  Wednes¬ 
day,  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Sittingbourne, 
Monday,  County  Council. 

Three  Child  Welfare  Centres,  each  held  once  a  fort¬ 
night.  Rainham — -every  other  Tuesday.  Mur- 
ston  and  District — every  other  Tuesday,  at  Bay- 
ford  Road,  Sittingbourne.  Newington — every 
every  other  Friday,  by  Local  Authority. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — A  District  Nurse  is 
engaged  in  a  few  of  the  parishes,  and  is  maintained  by  volun¬ 
tary  subscriptions. 

Midsivives. —  Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict. — Three. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Certified  Meat  Inspector. 

Health  Visitor,  General  Training  three  years  and  Health 
Visitor’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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LIST  OF  ADOPTED  ACTS. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Section  30. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892,  principally  Rainham. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Part  II.  Streets  and  Build¬ 
ings,  except  Sections  17  to  22,  24,  and  35. 

Part  III.  Sanitary  Provisions,  except  Sections  39  and  44. 

Part  IV.  V  erminous  Premises,  etc.,  February  4th,  1 9 2 G . 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  April  1925. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Milton  Rural  District  contains  16  parishes,  which  sur¬ 
round  on  all  sides  the  Urban  Districts  of  Sittingbourne  and 
Milton  Regis.  The  parishes  are  typically  agricultural,  ex¬ 
cept  those  bordering  the  Swale  and  Creeks,  where  brick  and 
cement  making  have  caused  aggregations  of  urban  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  portion  of  these  parishes  near  the  Creeks,  notably 
Rainham  and  Murston. 

Industries. — (1)  Agriculture,  chiefly  fruit  and  hops. 
Since  the  war  the  acreage  of  hops  has  been  decreased;  (2) 
brick,  and  (3)  cement  making;  and  (4)  the  barge  industry, 
which  brings  refuse  from  London  for  brickmaking,  and  the 
exportation  of  bricks. 

Roads. — There  are  17  miles  of  main  roads,  and  of  bye 
roads  101  miles. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  District  is  supplied  by  the  Sittingbourne  Water¬ 
works,  the  Rainham  Waterworks,  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  Milton  Regis  Waterworks.  The  Sittingbourne 
Works  supply  the  following  parishes  :  Murston,  Bapchild, 
Tonge,  and  parts  of  Bobbing,  Newington,  and  Borden.  The 
Rainham  Works  supply  Rainham,  Upchurch,  Ilartlp,  New¬ 
ington,  and  Halstow  parishes.  The  Mid-Kent  Company  sup¬ 
plies  the  following  parishes  :  Kingsdown,  Milsted,  Rodmer- 
sham,  Bredgar,  and  Borden.  The  Milton  Regis  Water  Works 
supply  Iwade.  Each  of  these  Works’  supply  is  from  a  deep 
well,  the  Sittingbourne  into  the  chalk,  Rainham  boring  being 
at  a  depth  of  900ft.  into  the  green  sand. 

Chemical  analysis  of  the  water  from  all  these  wells  shows 
the  supplies  to  be  of  exceeding  purity.  Sittingbourne’s  well 
shows  16.7  to  16.9  degrees  of  hardness,  Rainham’s  well  only 
1.1  degrees,  and  the  Mid-Kent  water  14.8  degrees,  of  which 
only  4.2  are  permanent.  These  wells  are  by  their  depth  and 
nature  of  surroundings  generally  secure  from  grave  risks  of 
pollution. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Sewerage  with  septic  tank  and 
contact  filter  bed  treatment  is  in  vogue  at  Murston  and  New¬ 
ington.  The  Disposal  Works  at  Newington  were  reconstructed 
in  the  year  1923  at  a  cost  of  about  £2,500. 

Frequently  separate  accommodation  is  not  made  for  the 
rain  water,  but  it  is  allowed  to  overflow  into  the  sink  water 
cesspool,  which  latter,  therefore,  quickly  fills  and  overflows 
at  each  storm. 

The  parishes  of  Newington  and  Murston  are  sewered. 

Now  that  the  adjoining  Authorities,  Chatham  and 
Rochester  have  their  sewage  scheme  actually  in  hand,  with  the 
disposal  works  at  Motley  Hill,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  will  at  an  early  date  seriously  consider  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  main  drainage  for  the  parish  of  Rainham. 


Scavenging . — A  regular  system  of  scavenging  of  house 
refuse  is  carried  out  in  Murston  parish  by  the  owners  (a  large 
brick  and  cement  making  firm),  and  works  very  well ;  and 
also  at  Rainham  for  the  District  Council  by  contract.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  Borden  has  also  been  included,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  will  soon  be  extended  to  Newington. 

Sanitary  dustbins  are  now  compulsory. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  no  privy  middens  in 
the  District,  and  closet  accommodation  is  generally  sufficient. 
Many  crude  privy  pits  exist.  House  drainage  is  generally 
into  soak-away  cesspools,  but  in  some  cases  no  house  drains 
are  provided,  the  waste  water  being  thrown  on  the  garden. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  —  There  is  none  in  the 
District. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are  generally  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  There  are  13  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  as 
follows: — Bredgar  1,  Rainham  4,  Newington  2,  Bapchild  1, 
Borden  2,  Halstow  2,  Upchurch  1. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  none  in  the  District. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of 
all  the  parishes  are  quite  satisfactory,  and  have  never  given 
cause  for  complaint. 
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MILTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Mb.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — ■ 


1  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 

year  1925. 

%/ 


HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS. 

Systematic  Housing  Inspections  have  been  carried  out 
in  the  Parishes  of  Borden,  Murston,  and  part  of  Rainham. 


General  inspections  made  in  other  parts  of  the  District. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  : _ 


Number  of  houses  inspected  and  details  recorded  .  962 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  details  not  recorded  ...  294 

Number  of  houses  where  nuisances  were  found  .  173 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  254 

Intimation  Notices  served  .  243 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  cj 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  .  50 

Number  of  re-inspections  made  .  293 


Summary  and  nature  of  nuisances  abated  : — • 


Doors  and  windows  repaired  .  1(5 

Houses  redecorated  .  g 

Roofs,  ceilings,  and  chimneys  repaired  .  40 

Damp  houses  remedied  .  17 

Floors  repaired  .  10 

Drains  repaired  .  20 

Grates  and  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  .  21 

Cesspools  re-covered,  sunk,  etc .  11 

Water  closets  or  privies  repaired  .  41 

Offensive  accumulations  dealt  with  .  7 

W  ater  closets  provided  in  place  of  privies  .  9 

Overcrowding  dealt  with  .  2 

Sinks  provided  .  g 

Paving  repaired  .  H 

Others  .  qk 


INFECTION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

.  ,  Investigations  have  been  made  and  the  necessary  dis- 
m  feet  ion  carried  out  in  connection  with  10  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1  case  of  Typhoid 
4e\ei,  and  24  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  It  has  also  been  the 
piaetise  to  disinfect  after  deaths  from  Cancer. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  FOODSHOPS. 

There  are  15  Slaughter-houses  on  the  Register,  and  these 
have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

On  the  1st  April,  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  came  into  force.  These  regulations  state  that  notice 
shall  be  given  of  all  slaughtering,  and  also  contain  provisions 
with  regard  to  taking  precautions  against  the  contamination 
of  meat.  While  these  regulations  have  greatly  increased  my 
work,  I  welcome  them  as  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  and 
1  am  glad  to  say  that  the  meat  dealers  in  your  district  have 
endeavoured  to  carry  them  out.  Another  matter  that  gives 
me  pleasure  to  include  in  my  report  is  that  the  Council  have 
adopted  the  Slaughter-house  Model  Bye-laws,  which  include 
the  use  of  a  mechanically  operated  instrument  for  stunning 
bovine  animals.  Since  the  meat  regulations  have  been  in  force 
1,386  carcases  have  been  inspected,  and  the  following  is  a  list 
of  the  articles  of  food  that  have  been  condemned  and  volun¬ 
tarily  surrendered  : — Beef,  2  bovine  carcases  diseased, 
l,0941bs.  ;  beef,  imported,  unwholesome,  2121bs.  ;  mutton, 
381bs.  ;  offal,  3221bs. ;  bacon,  281bs.  Total,  l,6941bs. 

I  wish  to  say  how  much  I  have  appreciated  the  way  in 
which  the  butchers  have  assisted  me  in  this  department  of  my 
work.  It  is  only  by  co-operation  that  regulations  such  as 
these  can  be  effectively  carried  out,  and  I  am  able  to  say  in 
this  particular  case  that  the  work  has  been  carried  out  with 
the  least  possible  friction. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

There  are  29  Cowsheds  registered  in  your  District,  and 
these  are  periodically  inspected.  Apart  from  an  occasional 
reminder  with  regard  to  limewashing  no  serious  complaint 
has  had  to  be  made.  While  precautions  in  a  general  way  are 
taken  to  ensure  a  clean  milk  supply,  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  all  persons  who  do  the  milking  wearing  clean  overalls,  and 
washing  facilities  provided  for  them  at  a  convenient  place 
near  the  cowshed. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

There  are  'oin  the  Register  23  Factories  and  44  Work¬ 
shops,  including  9  Bakehouses.  106  inspections  have  been 
made  during  the  year,  and  it  was  necessary  to  send  out  7 
Notices. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of 
the  Council  for  their  helpful  co-operation  in  my  work  during 
the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  VARLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector . 
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HOUSING. 

I.  General  housing  conditions  in  the  Area. — There  is  a 
great  need  for  houses  throughout  the  District  as  a  whole,  but 
more  especially  in  the  parishes  adjoining  the  large  towns  like 
Rainham,  Borden,  Tunstall,  and  Murston.  There  is  a  big  de¬ 
mand  for  labour  in  Murston,  and  Rainham  receives  the  over¬ 
flow  population  from  Gillingham  and  Chatham.  For  the  four 
years  ending  December,  1924,  a  total  of  324  houses  were 
erected,  viz.,  92  in  1921;  85  in  1922;  42  in  1923;  and  105  in 
1924.  During  last  year  (1925)  the  total  number  erected  was 
171  houses. 

II.  Overcrowding . — The  extent  and  causes  of  this  are  of 
course  dependent  on  the  house  shortage,  and  occurs  chiefly 
and  for  the  same  reasons  in  Rainham  and  Murston.  As  an 
example,  in  the  summer  of  1925  a  survey  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  inmates  was  made  of  all  houses  in  the  parish  of 
Murston,  with  the  following  result  : — Out  of  337  houses  there 
were: — 46  houses  with  2  families;  2  houses  with  3  families. 
Houses  with  5  rooms,  and  2  families,  7;  houses  with  6  rooms 
and  2  families,  39;  houses  with  6  rooms  and  3  families,  2. 
Families  living  and  sleeping  in  one  room  5,  consisting  of  one 
with  2  adults  and  3  children,  one  with  2  adults,  and  three 
with  2  adults  and  one  child.  It  has  been  possible  in  some 
cases  of  overcrowding  to  advise  the  occupants  to  re-arrange 
their  sleeping  accommodation,  but  otherwise  owing  to  the 
housing  conditions  it  is  not  possible  to  enforce  statutory 
measures. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  dwellings,  mostly  cottage 
property,  are  generally  of  brick,  with  slate  roofs,  but  some 
wooden  and  thatched  dwellings,  however,  remain.  The  general 
standard  of  houses  in  the  area  compares  very  favourably  with 
other  rural  districts.  In  some  of  the  outlying  districts  it  is 
necessarily  very  old,  but  kept  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 

During  the  last  five  years  a  considerable  number  of  good- 
class  houses  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise,  especially 
in  Rainham,  Tunstall,  and  Newington. 

The  defects  met  with,  as  a  rule,  are  those  of  wear  and 
tear,  and  are  remedied  by  the  service  of  notice  either  under 
the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts. 

Systematic  inspection  is  periodically  made  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  and  any  defects 
found  remedied  by  service  of  intimation,  and  if  necessary  of 
statutory  notice. 

The  conditions,  in  so  far  as  they  affect  housing,  as  re¬ 
gards  water  supply,  are  satisfactory,  most  houses  in  the  var¬ 
ious  parishes  being  connected  with  the  mains,  the  remainder 
obtaining  their  supplies  from  wells. 
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With  regard  to  closet  accommodation  in  the  parishes  of 
Rainham,  Murston,  and  Newington,  1,600  houses  have  w.c.’s; 
in  the  other  parishes  it  is  mostly  privies. 

Scavenging  is  only  done  in  Murston  and  Rainham,  and  a 
portion  of  Borden. 

New  Bye-laws  for  Streets  and  Buildings  for  Murston  and 
Rainham  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — • 

(a)  Total  .  171 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919 

or  1923. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  136 

Shortage  of  housing  accommodation  for  working  classes  : — 

(a)  To  replace  unsatisfactory  property  . 

(b)  To  provid®  additional  accommodation  .  Yes 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses : — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  .dwelling-houses  in¬ 
spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  . 1256 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  undter  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  962 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  173 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  164 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers . 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  oif  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
lit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — - 

(a)  by  owners  .  9 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  'became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  .  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — • 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 

dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops. 

In  the  Milk  Trade  in  the  District  are  registered  by  the 
Council  28  Cowkeepers,  1  Dairyman,  and  31  as  Purveyors  of 
Milk. 

The  Cowsheds  are  situated  as  follows : — Bobbing  2, 
Borden  2,  Bredgar  4,  Halstow  3,  Hartlip  1,  Milsted  5,  Rain- 
ham  5,  and  Tunstall  2. 


NOTIFIABLE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DISEASES 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Rise  ise 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria . 

10 

9 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

14 

14 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia . 

14 

Nil 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

1 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .. 

1 

1 

Nil 

INFECTIOUS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1925  AND  THE 

FOUR  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .. 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .. 

Erysipelas  . 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .. 
Pneumonia,  Primary . 

Totals 


1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

1921 

10 

5 

25 

36 

24 

14 

4 

29 

31 

81 

1 

3 

2 

0 

1 

23 

12 

21 

11 

13 

J  l 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

14 

0 

1 

1 

2 

77 

31 

86 

86 

129 

48 


SCHOOL  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  NON-NOT1FIABLE 
DISEASES  DURING  1925. 


Whooping  Chicken 

German 

Cough 

Pox 

Measles  Mumps 

Measles 

January  .... 

20 

.  . 

•  • 

.  • 

February  . . 

. .  ..  10 

1 

1 

•  • 

March  .... 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

April  . 

9 

•  • 

8 

•  • 

May  . 

....  41 

17 

38 

•  • 

37 

June . 

3 

G 

. . 

8 

July  . 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

8 

August  .... 

8 

1 

3 

September 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  9 

October  .... 

....  2 

1 

1 

•  ■ 

November  .. 

.  • 

7 

December  . . 

3 

21 

Totals  . . 

94 

33 

55 

31 

56 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Tulmc 

mary 

Non-P 

ulmon. 

Pulmonary 

i 

Non-Pulmon. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

1 

F 

Under  1 
year  . . 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— . 

1-5  .. 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  .. 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

10-15  . . 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

— 

— 

15-20  .. 

2 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

20-25  . . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

25-35  . . 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

35-45  . . 

4 

2 

- 

- 

3 

- 

— 

45-55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

55-65  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  •  — 

14 

9 

7 

4 

5 

2 

2 

1 

49 
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AGES  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 
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Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough. — Two,  aged  3  years  and 
3  months. 

Death  from  Diphtheria . — Male,  aged  5  years. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — Ten  deaths,  comprising  7 
males,  aged  respectively  18  months,  23,  32,  36,  39,  27,  and 
44  years,  and  3  Females,  aged  21,  26,  and  52  years.  Five 
not  notified.  Ratio,  5  to  10. 


Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  in  this  District. — Good. 

There  were  no  refusals  to  notify. 

«/ 


Deaths  from  Pneumonia. — Two  deaths.  Male,  aged  20. 
Female,  aged  42. 


INFECTIOUS  CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  THE  DIFFERENT 

PARISHES. 


g 

Disease 

ro 

•  r— I 

CD 
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Q 
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KS 

►— i 

> 
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P 
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£-i 
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p 
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Diphtheria . 

5 

3 

2 

10 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

i 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i 

1 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

. 

3 

9 

_ 

2 

14 

Typhoid  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pulmon’ry  Tuberculosis 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

l 

_ 

_ 

— 

5 

4 

7 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

‘23 

Other  Tuberculosis .... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

3 

1 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

11 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

7 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

14 

Erysipelas  ... _ _  ... 

i 

— 

1 

] 

3 

Ophth’lmia  Neonator’m 

1 

1 

Totals . 

2 

5 

5 

1 

2 

9 

3 

1 

1 

21 

9 

16 

4 

3 

— 

9 

— 
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Sanitary  Inspector — JOSEPH  VARLEY,  M.S.T.A. 
Health  Visitor — Nurse  F.  D.  TAYLOR. 


TO  THE  SITTINGBOURNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1925. 

Death  Hate. — During  the  year  there  were  119  deaths 
giving  a  rate  of  12.2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  12.4  in  1924,  and  an  average  of  11.6  for  the  past 
five  years.  The  mortality  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  was 
69.4  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  82.9  in  the  previous 
year,  and  an  average  of  63.8  for  the  past  5  years. 

The  chief  causes  of  Death  were: — (1)  Old  Age;  (2) 
Respiratory  Diseases;  (3)  Heart  Disease. 

Birth  Rate. — The  birth  rate  was  19.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  19.6  the  previous  year,  and  an 
average  of  22.5  during  the  last  5  years. 


Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  there  were  75 
notifications  recorded  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  compared  with 
38  in  1924,  and  an  average  of  48  per  annum  for  the  past  5 
years. 

Of  Scarlet  Fever  39  cases  occurred,  as  compared  with  6 
in  1924,  and  an  average  of  18.6  during  the  past  5  years.  There 
was  a  small  outbreak  amongst  the  school  children  in  the 
months  of  July  and  November,  which  was  promptly  checked 
by  medical  inspection,  disinfection  of  the  premises,  and  ex¬ 
clusion  from  school  of  all  contacts. 

Of  Typhoid  Fever  there  were  8  cases,  as  compared  with 
none  in  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  2.4  cases  per 
annum  for  the  past  5  years.  Five  of  these  cases  were  of  the 
paratyphoid  variety,  and  occurred  in  one  family,  and  were 
no  doubt  due  to  a  very  persistent  ‘ ‘carrier.  ’ 5 

The  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  were  Typhoid  Fever 
1,  Measles  1,  Whooping  Cough  5,  Consumption  9,  and 
Pneumonia  10. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  or  Consumption. — Of  this  dis¬ 
ease  there  were  9  deaths,  compared  with  14  in  1924,  and  an 
average  of  8.2  for  the  past  5  years.  During  the  year  20  cases 
were  notified  to  me,  compared  with  11  in  1924,  17  in  1923, 
13  in  1922,  and  17  in  1921. 


Housing. — As  a  result  of  inspections  made  in  your  Dis¬ 
trict  during  the  year,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  houses  that  could  be  let  at  a  reasonable  rent.  The 
owner  occupier  scheme  is  not  attractive  in  your  District,  but 
this  may  be  due  to  the  lack  of  choice  of  suitable  building  sites. 

New  Powers. — It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  record  that 
the  Council  have  decided  to  adopt  the  Model  Bye-laws  issued 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  regarding  Slaughter  Houses  with 
Clauses  9  (A)  and  9  (B)  modified  as  follows  : — “A  person  shall 
not  in  a  Slaughter  House  proceed  to  slaughter  any  bull,  ox, 
cow,  heifer,  steer,  calf,  or  pig,  until  the  same  shall  have  been 
effectually  stunned,  and  such  stunning  shall,  with  regard  to 
bovine  animals  be  effected  with  a  mechanically  operated  in¬ 
strument  suitable  and  sufficient  for  the  purpose. ?? 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (acres) — 1,004 

Pop ulation  (192 5) . — 9 , 767. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921). — 1,933. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  (> ccupiers  (1921)  2,126. 

Pat  cable  Value.  — £ 40,721. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Pate. — <£150. 

Births.- — Legitimate,  96  Males,  83  Females;  Illegitimate, 

5  Males,  3  Females.  Total,  187.  Rate,  19.1;  1924,  19.6  per 

1,000. 

Deaths.— 119..  Rate,  12.2;  1924,  12.4  pei  1,000. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in ,  or  in  consequence  of  Child¬ 
birth. — Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age ,  per  1,000  births 
— 69.4;  1924,  82.9.  Legitimate,  12;  Illegitimate,  0.  Deaths 
from  Measles,  1.  Whooping  Cough,  5.  Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years),  1. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1925. 


Diseases 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

1 

1 

Measles . 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough . 

2 

8 

5 

Influenza  . 

8 

1 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

2 

9 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

4 

3 

7 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c, 

3 

3 

6 

Heart  Disease . 

12 

4 

16 

Arterio-sclerosis  . 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

5 

4 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

8 

2 

10 

Diarrhoea,  Ac.  (under  2  years)  .. 

- 

1 

l 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

3 

5 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
Premature  Birth  . 

3 

3 

6 

Deaths  from  Violence . 

4 

1 

5 

Other  defined  Diseases . 

15 

12 

27 

Totals 

73 

46 

119 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  A  (IE. 


Sex 

i 

Age 

1 

Male 

8  months 

2 

Female 

10  months 

3 

Male 

8  months 

4 

Male 

7  hours 

5 

Male 

6  hours 

6 

Female 

1  hour 

7 

Male 

2  months 

8 

Male 

24  hours 

9 

Female 

2  months 

10 

Male 

6  days 

11 

Female 

9  months 

12 

Male 

9  months 

Causes  of  Death 


Whooping  Cough 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
Whooping  Cough 
Premature  Birth 
Premature  Birth 

(1)  Premature  Birth 

(2)  Congenital  Debility. 
Eclampsia 
Premature  Biith 
Marasmus 

Congenital  Atelectasis 
Abscess  in  Neck 
Extensive  Burns  on  Body 


8  MALES,  4  FEMALES,  TOTAL  12 

There  were  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have 
been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  period  under 
1  e\  iew,  noi  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment 
v hi ch  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 
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PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

AREA. 


THE 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council. — Tuberculosis  Sanatorium,  46  beds 
(40  by  the  County  Council).  The  Infectious  Hospital,  102 
beds,  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  Small-Pox  Hospital,  20 
beds,  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  Infectious  Hospital  and 
Small-Pox  Hospital  are  maintained  by  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  formed  from  the  Sittingbourne  Urban,  Milton  Regis 
Urban,  and  Milton  Rural  District  Councils. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers ,  Illegiti¬ 
mate  Infants ,  and  Homeless  Children. — Nil. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (a)  For  Infectious  Cases,  by  the 
Local  Authority;  ( b )  for  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases, 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — School  Clinic*,  Albany 
Street,  Saturday,  County  Council. 

Dental  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Thursday,  County 
Council. 

Eye  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Wednesday,  County  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Monday,  County 
Council. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Chalkwell,  Monday  and 
Thursday,  Local  Authority. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — A  District  Nurse, 
provided  by  Sittingbourne,  Milton  Regis,  and  Murston 
Nursing  Association. 

Midwives  {in  private  practice). — Two. 

Laboratory  Work. — Alii  done  by  the  County  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  at  Sessions  House,  Maidstone. 

LIST  OF  ADOPTED  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  ETC. 

Acts  Adopted  by  the  Council. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. — Part  II.,  Streets  and  Build¬ 
ings,  except  Section  20,  and  subject  to  the  consent  of  the 
Minister  of  Health  as  regards  Sections  21  and  22.  Part  III., 
Sanitary  Provisions,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of 
Health  as  regards  Section  44.  Part  IV.,  Verminous  Premises, 
etc.  Part  V.,  Watercourses,  Streams,  etc.,  subject  to  the 
consent  of  the  Minister  of  Health.  Came  into  operation  4th 
February,  1926,  except  Sections  21,  22,  and  44,  which  shall 
come  into  operation  at  such  time  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Health  ;  and  Part  V.,  at  such  time  as  may  be  fixed  by 
the  Minister  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  April  1st,  1925. 
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Public  Libraries  Acts,  1855-1892,  first  adopted  7th  No¬ 
vember,  1887. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  16th  Decem¬ 
ber,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890  (except  Parts  4 
and  5),  16th  December,  1890. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892,  30th  May,  1893. 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts,  1846-1882,  18th  Aug.,  1896. 

Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891,  19th  Jan.,  1897. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1907  (parts),  25th 
October,  1912.  Sections  15,  16,  17,  21,  22,  23,  27,  32,  and 
35,  in  Part  II.;  Sections  34  to  47,  50  and  51,  in  Part  III.; 
Parts  IV.,  V.,  and  VI. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  27th  January,  1914. 

DELEGATED  POWERS. 

Cinematograph  Act,  1st  April,  1911. 

Theatres,  8th  May,  1889. 

Rats  Act,  5th  March,  1920. 

Bye-Laws  in  force  within  the  District. 

Regulations  of  Meetings,  etc.,  and  Duties  of  Officers, 
5th  April,  1875. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Nuisances,  4th  October, 
1876. 

Nuisances  (Repeal  of  No.  49)  and  Amendment,  23rd  Oc¬ 
tober,  1888. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  4th  October,  1876. 

Regulating  Use  of  Pleasure  Ground,  26th  July,  1881,  and 
3rd  March,  1896. 

Water  Supply,  September,  1881. 

Telegraph  and  other  Wires,  Prevention  of  danger  from 
Whirlgigs  and  Swings,  and  from  the  use  of  Fire  Arms  in 
Shooting  Ranges  and  Galleries,  19th  May,  1891. 

Public  Baths,  2nd  March,  1897. 

Fine  for  Non-acceptance  of  Office,  28th  March,  1899. 

Regulation  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  13th, 
March,  1900. 

Sewer  Connections,  17th  June,  1902. 

Slaughter-houses,  30th  October,  1906. 

Regulation  of  Offensive  Trade  of  Gut  Scraper,  30th  Oc¬ 
tober,  1906. 

Offensive  Trades  Order  (P.H.  A. A.  Act,  1907),  5th  No¬ 
vember,  1912. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Sanitary  Inspector . — Certified  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
Certified  Meat  Inspector. 

Health  Visitor.  —  Three  years’  general  training,  and 
Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

4  GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Sittingbourne  is  essentially  an  industrial  district,  chiefly 
dependent  on  the  Paper  Mills,  Brickmaking,  and  Cement  in¬ 
dustries. 


During  the  summer  months  a  large  number  of  the  popm 
lution  are  employed  in  the  fruit  and  hop  gardens  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  rural  districts,  but  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  the 
acreage  of  the  hop  gardens  has  decreased. 

The  roads,  both  main  and  private,  are  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  The  main  roads  are  tar-sprayed.  The  estimated 
assessable  value  of  the  district  is  £36,762,  and  a  rate  of  Id. 
in  the  £  produces  about  £150  nett. 

The  General  District  Rate  is  approximately  6/4  in  the 
£  for  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — There  is  a  constant  and  sufficient  supply 
from  the  Sittingbourne  Water  Works.  Apart  from  some  tem¬ 
porary  hardness  (16.7  degs.  to  16.9  degs.),  it  is  of  good 
organic  quality,  and  is  obtained  from  a  deep  well  in  the 
chalk,  the  depth  of  the  boring  being  420ft.  below  the  surface. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — A  modern  water  carriage 
system  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal,  with  septic  tank  and 
filter,  has  been  in  vogue  since  1904,  and  is  efficient  in  action. 
A  satisfactory  effluent  is  produced. 

Closet  Accommodation. — -75  per  cent,  of  the  w.c.’s  are 
provided  with  flushing  cisterns.  2,114  w.c.’s  are  connected 
with  the  drainage  system;  25  into  cesspools;  and  there  are  4 
earth  closets  or  privy  middens.  There  is  thorough  disconnec¬ 
tion  of  house  drains  from  the  sewers,  and  all  new  drainage  is 
carried  out  on  modern  lines,  with  sound  joints  and  thorough 
ventilation. 

Scavenging . — All  houses  are  provided  with  sanitary  dust¬ 
bins,  and  the  contents  are  removed  twice  weekly  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  employees.  The  refuse  is  tipped  into  pits  and  eventually 
buried. 
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PREMISES  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — One. 

Slaughter  -  houses.  —  Seven  private  Slaughter-houses, 
licensed  yearly.  They  are  conducted  with  as  little  nuisance 
as  possible  generally. 

The  provision  of  a  Public  Slaughter-house  and  the 
gradual  abolition  of  some  of  these  private  ones  would  be  a 
sanitary  measure  of  value  to  the  community,  as  the  inspection 
of  all  meat  after  killing  would  be  facilitated. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. — Seven. 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers. — Two. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  5  Bakehouses  in  the  district. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

I  nder  this  Act  the  Council  has  control  of  the  cleanliness, 
ventilation,  overcrowding,  w.c.  accommodation,  and  general 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  above  premises.  There  are  53 
Workshops.  Inspections  are  made  of  Factories,  Workshops, 
and  Workplaces.  In  premises  7  defects  were  found  and  reme¬ 
died.  Out-workers  are  notified  to  me. 

Defects  found. — A  ant  of  cleanliness  in  3.  Defective  ven¬ 
tilation,  ml.  Defective  sanitai^  accommodation,  nil.  Breach 
of  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses,  nil. 

PROPOSED  JOINT  SEWERAGE  SCHEME. 

In  April,  1924,  the  Sittingbourne  Urban  District  Council 
suggested  to  the  Milton  Regis  Urban  District  Council  that  if 
certain  sewers  in  their  District  could  be  made  to  communicate 
with  the  sewers  of  Milton  Regis,  it  might  enable  the  whole  to 
be  dealt  with  by  gravitation,  and  result  in  a  saving  of  the 
rates  of  both  Districts.  If  the  Milton  Regis  Sewage  Works 
were  being  used  to  the  full  capacity  it  was  suggested  that  a 
reciprocal  scheme  might  be  formulated,  whereby  sewage  from 
part  of  Milton  Regis  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  Sittingbourne 
Works  by  gravitation.  It  is  surprising  that  some  such 
arrangement  was  not  come  to  when  the  sewers  were  put  in, 
observing  that  some  of  the  larger  ratepayers  were  paying 
rates  both  in  Milton  Regis  and  Sittingbourne. 

I  lie  Sittingbourne  Surveyor  reported  that  the  two  systems 
could  be  connected,  so  that  all  sewage  could  flow  by  gravita¬ 
tion  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  At  the  Sittingbourne 
Works  no  pumping  or  lifting  would  be  necessary,  but  at  the 
Milton  Works  if  would  be,  as  at  present,  necessary  to  pump 
from  the  settling  tanks  on  to  the  beds,  which  has  a  maximum 
lift  of  about  28  feet. 
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It  would  be  necessary  for  the  Milton  Regis  Council  to 
take  a  larger  volume  from  Sittingbourne  (707  houses)  than 
the  latter  would  take  from  them  (241  houses).  These  figures 
represent  an  additional  466  houses,  or  roughly  a  population 
of  2,330  persons,  to  be  provided  for  at  the  Milton  outfall,  and 
would  entail  a  fairly  large  capital  outlay  in  constructing 
further  works  to  deal  with  this  extra  outflow. 

T1  le  result  was  that  meetings  took  place  between  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  two  Councils  to  seek  an  amicable  working 
arrangement,  and  an  expert  was  appointed  to  report  as  to  the 
practicability  of  the  scheme  and  the  cost  of  carrying  it  out. 

Mr.  A.  P.  I.  Cotterell,  head  of  the  firm  of  engineers  who 
were  constructing  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
for  Messrs.  Edward  Lloyd,  Limited,  at  Kemsley,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Consulting  Engineer.  He  reported  :  To  enable  the 
interchange  to  be  made  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  sewers 
to  be  connected  at  two  places — one  at  The  Wall,  to  connect  the 
Sittingbourne  sewers  to  the  Milton  Sewage  Works;  and  the 
other  in  Park  Road,  opposite  Addington  Road,  to  carry  the 
sewage  from  the  Milton  area  to  the  Sittingbourne  Disposal 
Works.  If  this  proposal  were  adopted  Sittingbourne  could 
dispense  with  the  ejector  at  The  Wall. 

The  cost  of  lifting  the  sewage  by  the  ejector  had  proved 
to  be  very  expensive  in  the  past,  and  Sittingbourne  had  had 
under  consideration  the  installation  of  new  machinery  to  be 
run  with  oil  instead  of  coal,  to  reduce  the  working  expenses. 
If  Milton  agreed  to  accept  the  above  proposal,  Sittingbourne 
would  not  have  to  incur  the  expense  of  new  machinery,  and 
they  would  also  save  the  cost  of  running  the  ejector.  The 
Milton  Regis  Disposal  Works  are  capable  of  dealing  with  the 
sewage  from  their  district  for  several  years,  and  in  1923  the 
sum  of  £2,815  was  spent  in  renewing  the  beds  at  the  Works. 
If  the  extra  466  houses  were  connected  up  the  present  system 
of  disposal  would  not  be  enough.  Mr.  Cotterell,  in  his  report, 
estimated  the  cost  of  providing  a  new  system  of  filtration  at 
the  Milton  Works  at  <£9,000,  and  a  loan  for  that  amount 
would  have  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Milton  Regis  Council.  The 
cost  of  altering  the  sewers  to  run  into  the  Sittingbourne 
sewers  would  be  about  £200,  and  the  cost  of  contructina  the 
sewer  from  The  Wall  to  the  Milton  Disposal  Works  would  be 
about  £1,000,  this  sum  to  be  borne  by  the  Sittingbourne 
Council. 

Mr.  Cotterell  had  also  estimated  the  user  of  the  respective 
W  orks,  calculated  on  the  population  of  the  two  Districts.  The 
population  ol  Sittingbourne  was  9,339,  and  Milton  Regis 
7,125.  Adjusted  for  the  joint  sewerage  the  population  would 
be  Sittingbourne  7,009  and  Milton  9,445;  of  the  7,009  80 
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per  cent,  would  use  the  Sittingbourne  Works  and  20  per  cent, 
the  Milton  Works;  and  of  the  9,449  34  per  cent,  would  use 
the  Sittingbourne  Works,  and  63  per  cent,  the  Milton  Works. 

According  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Potter,  your  Clerk,  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  running  expenses,  including  loans  and  interest  for  the 
joint  treatment  would  be  : — • 


Sitting-bourne  Milton  Regis 

Works.  Works. 


S’bourne 

Milton 

8’ bourne 

Milton 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

Estimated  popu¬ 
lation  using  the 
respective  Works 

80 

20 

37 

63 

4  he  cost  of  his 

scheme  (excluding 
old  loans],  but  in- 

eluding  the  new 
loan  of  £9,000 

being 

£549 

£137 

£615 

£1,947 

£686 

£l£62 

Reducing  the  figures  to  bed-rock,  it  would  appear  that 
under  the  new  system,  including  repayment  of  the  necessary 
loan  of  <£9,000  for  enlarging  the  Milton  Sewage  Works,  the 
town  of  Sittingbourne  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  a  rate 
equal  to  7^d.  in  the  £,  while  Milton’s  proportion  of  the  cost 
under  the  system  would  be  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  8Jd.  in  the 
£.  To  compensate  for  this  slightly  increased  rate  it  is  pointed 
out  that  Milton  would  own  Sewage  Disposal  Works  that  were 
brought  up  to  date,  and  capable  of  a  much  longer  life  than 
the  present  Works.  There  is  no  doubt  the  cost  ought  to  be 
lower  with  a  joint  scheme  than  with  two  working  under 
independent  systems,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  some  scheme  will 
be  devised  to  overcome  all  existing  difficulties.  The  proposal 
is  so  fraught  with  ultimate  good  for  the  two  Districts  that  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  up  to  the  present  no  definite  steps  have 
yet  been  taken  to  further  it. 
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SITTINGBOURNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OE  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 

year  1925. 

«/ 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS. 

As  in  former  years,  a  great  deal  of  my  time  has  been 
taken  up  lay  making  systematic  inspections  under  the  above 
Regulations.  During  May  the  whole  District  was  inspected 
with  a  view  to  finding  out  the  extent  of  overcrowding  and 
the  number  of  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  As 
reported  in  June,  the  inspection  revealed  the  fact  that  there 
were  237  houses  with  more  than  one  family,  and  that  26 
families  were  living  and  sleeping  in  one  room  each.  It  was 
also  reported  that  there  were  40  cases  of  overcrowding.  These 
figures  clearly  show  the  need  for  more  houses  that  can  be  let 
at  a  reasonable  rent.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work 


carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  details  recorded  .  439 

Number  of  houses  inspected  details  not  recorded  .  1916 

Number  of  houses  where  nuisances  were  found  .  133 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  .  190 

Intimation  Notices  served  .  197 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  24 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  .  22 

Number  of  re-inspections  made  . . .  328 

Summary  and  Nature  of  Nuisances  Abated: — 

Doors  and  windows  repaired  .  6 

Houses,  redecorated  .  9 

Houses  cleaned  by  occupiers  .  2 

Roofs  and  ceilings  repaired  .  31 

Downpipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  .  7 


Floors  repaired  . . 

Grates  and  coppers  repaired 

Paving  repaired  . 

Damp  houses  remedied 

Drains  repaired  . 

New  sinks  provided  . 

W.C’.s  repaired  . 

Sanitary  ashbins  provided 
Overcrowding  dealt  with 

Chimneys  repaired  . 

Others  . 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  your  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  this  is  kept  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition.  Fre¬ 
quent  inspections  have  been  made,  and  on  every  occasion  J 
was  quite  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  the  premises. 


INFECTIOUS 


DISEASES  AND 
made  and 
tion  carried  out  in  connection  with  10 


Investigations  have  been 


DISINFECTION, 
the  necessary  disinfec 
cases  of  Diphtheria, 
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cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  8  cases  of  Typhoid  Level ,  and  20  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Disinfection  has  also  been  car¬ 
ried  out  after  deaths  from  cancer. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS 

REGULATIONS. 

There  are  2  Cowsheds,  4  Milkshops,  and  25  Purveyors 
of  Milk  on  the  Register.  Neither  of  the  Cowsheds  is  of 
modern  construction,  but  on  the  whole  they  are  kept  in  a 
clean  condition.  Periodical  inspections  are  made,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  care  is  being  taken  to  ensure  as  far  as  possible  a 
clean  milk  supply. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

There  are  27  Factories  and  53  Workshops,  including  5 
Bakehouses  on  the  Register.  152  inspections  have  been  made 
of  the  premises,  special  attention  being  paid  to  cleanliness, 
ventilation  and  overcrowding.  Apart  from  a  few  minor  mat¬ 
ters  everything  was  found  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  FOODSHOPS. 

There  aire  7  'Slaughter -Louises  in  your  District,  and  these 
are  regularly  inspected,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  In  addition  there  are  17  Meatshops,  12  Fish- 
shops,  and  7  Fried-Fish  Shops. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1924,  came  into  force.  These  Regulations  state  that 
notice  shall  be  given  of  all  slaughtering,  and  also  contain  pro¬ 
visions  with  regard  to  taking  precautions  against  the  con¬ 
tamination  of  meat.  This,  no  doubt,  is  a  move  in  the  right 
direction,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  on  the  whole,  the  meat 
dealers  in  your  District  have  endeavoured  to  carry  out  these 
provisions. 

Another  matter  that  gives  me  pleasure  to  include  in  my 
Report,  is  that  your  Council  have  adopted  the  Slaughter-house 
Model  Bye-Laws,  which  include  the  use  of  a  mechanically 
operated  instrument  for  stunning  bovine  animals, 


Since  the  Meat  Regulations  have  been  in  force  2,341 
carcases  have  been  inspected,  and  the  following  is  a  list  of  the 


articles  of  food  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
during  the  year  : — 

BEEF — 5  Bovine  Carcases,  diseased  .  2,455lbs. 

BEEF — Imported,  unwholesome  .  3541bs. 

PORK — 13  Pig  Carcases  or  part,  diseased  1 , 1  SOlbs. 

MUTTON- — 8  Sheep  Carcases  or  part  .  3011bs. 

OFFAL  .  6881bs, 


Total — Tons  2,  cwt.  4,  qrs.  1,  lbs.  22. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  way  in  which  the  butchers  and  salesmen  have 
assisted  me  in  this  department  of  my  work.  It  is  only  by 
co-operation  that  any  Regulations  can  be  effectively  carried 
out,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  in  this  particular  case  that  every¬ 
thing  has  gone  on  with  the  least  possible  friction. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  helpful  co-operation  in  my  work  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  VARLEY,  Sanitary  Inspector . 
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HOUSING. 

The  Housing  Question  in  Sittingbourne  is  still  far  from 
being  solved.  Everything  has  been  done  to  encourage  the 
owner-occupier  by  means  of  advertisements,  loans  up  to  90 
per  cent.,  and  increased  subsidy  from  £75  to  <£100,  but  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  those  in  need  of  houses  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantage  has  been  shown. 

Applications  for  houses  were  invited  by  advertisement  in 
the  local  papers,  and  138  responded.  Of  these  115  were 
living  in  apartments  and  23  were  tenants.  Of  those  living  in 
apartments  30  had  furnished  and  85  unfurnished  rooms. 

The  total  number  of  persons  concerned  from  all  the  ap¬ 
plications  was  489,  consisting  of  281  adults  and  208  children, 
and  the  average  per  family  was  3.54  persons. 

During  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  only  one 
dwelling-house  erected  by  private  enterprise,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  four  cottages  built  in  place  of  four  others  to  be  con¬ 
verted  into  business  premises. 

No  applications  have  been  received  for  assistance  by 
subsidy  or  loan. 

This  lack  of  enterprise  may  be  due  to  the  prevailing  pre¬ 
ference  for  building  on  estates  in  course  of  development  just 
outside  the  restricted  urban  area,  and  to  the  fallacy  that  it 
was  cheaper  to  live  in  the  rural  areas  on  account  of  the  lower 
rates;  but  the  rates  in  Sittingbourne  are  12/0,  as  compared 
with  the  adjoining  parishes  of  Bapchild  11/0,  Borden  11/0, 
Murston  13/7,  and  Tunstall  12/0  in  the  £,  so  the  difference 
is  really  very  small. 

In  the  summer  of  1925  a  survey  with  regard  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  inmates  was  made  of  all  houses  in  the  District,  with  the 
following  result  : — 

Total  Number  of  Houses ,  1,965. 

Houses  containing  Two  or  more  Families ,  237,  as  under  : 
Number. 

2  Houses  with  9  rooms  and  S  families  : — 

1  house  with  12  occupants 

1  house  with  14  occupants  (two  families) 

22  Houses  with  7  rooms  and  2  families  : — • 

2  houses  with  4  occupants 


o  ,,  i 

3  „  8 

2  ,,  9 

2  „  10 

1  ,,  13 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
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5  Houses  with  0  rooms  and  3  families  : 

1  house  with  9  occupants 

2  houses  with  10  ,, 

1  house  with  11  ,, 

1  house  with  12  ,, 


o 


lfo  Houses  with 

5  houses  with 

17 
27 
24 
19 
23 
10 

6 

10 
2 


>  y 
?  y 

5  5 
5  5 

y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
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y  y 
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(j  rooms  and  2  jam  Hies  : 
3  occupants 
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If  Houses  with  f  rooms  and  3  families 

1  house  with  7  occupants 

2  houses  with  8  ,, 

1  house  with  10  ,, 

4 


58  Houses  with  f  rooms  and  2  families 


2  houses  with 


4 
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15 

y  y 

12 
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7 
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y  y 
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y  y 
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1  House  with  2  rooms  and  2  families  : 
1  house  with  5  occupants 


237  Total 
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In  the  237  houses  containing  two  or  more  families,  there 
are  1,749  persons  in  1,322  rooms,  equivalent  to  0.75  persons 
per  room.  There  are  26  families  in  the  District  living  and 
sleeping  in  one  room  and  40  cases  of  overcrowding.  The 
rate  of  more  than  2  per  room  is  an  approximate  index 
figure  for  the  purpose  of  measuring  the  prevalence  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  overcrowding  conditions,  and  is  adopted  in 
Census  Returns.  It  is  contemplated  that  some  of  this  over¬ 
crowding  will  be  relieved  when  the  new  Kerns  ley  Village  in 
the  Milton  Regis  District  is  completed.  There  Messrs.  Edward 
Lloyd,  Limited,  have  erected  173  houses  for  their  employees, 
and  as  this  is  capable  of  being  expanded  to  some  750  houses, 
a  large  number  of  the  persons  now  in  lodgings  will  be  accom¬ 
modated,  and  so  relieve  the  existing  conditions  in  this  area. 

(3)  As  regards  measures  taken  to  relieve  overcrowding, 
it  has  been  possible  in  some  cases  to  advise  the  occupants  to 
re-arrange  their  sleeping  accommodation,  but  otherwise  owing 
to  the  existing  housing  conditions,  it  is  not  possible  to  en¬ 
force  statutory  measures. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  houses  in 
the  area  compares  very  favourably  with  other  towns  of  the 
same  size  in  the  county.  None  that  are  occupied  are  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  all  defects  have  always  been  remedied 
after  service  of  notice.  In  only  one  case  of  recent  years 
(1924)  has  it  been  necessary  to  issue  a  Demolition  Order.  The 
general  character  of  defects  met  with  in  unfit  houses  are  those 
usually  arising  through  the  wear  and  tear  of  property,  such 
as  defective  roofs,  floors,  sinks,  etc. 

(2)  General  'Action  taken  eis  Regards  Unfit  Houses  :  — 
Systematic  inspection  is  made  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  and  any  defects  found  are 
dealt  with  by  service  of  an  intimation  notice,  and  failing 
compliance  By  a  Statutory  Notice  under  the  Act  applicable. 
No  special  difficulty  has  ever  occurred  in  this  District,  as 
the  occasions  for  a  Statutory  Notice  are  not  frequent. 

(4)  The  conditions,  so  far  as  they  affect  housing,  as  re¬ 
gards  water  supply,  closet  accommodation,  and  refuse  dis¬ 
posal  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  but  there  is  still  room 
for  improvement  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  flushing 
cisterns  in  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  w.c.’s. 

IV.  — There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  and  no  complaints  or 
representations  have  been  made. 

V.  — (a)  The  existing  Bye-laws  are  working  satisfactorily, 
and  new  ones  for  Streets  and  Buildings  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total,  1. 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919 

or  1923  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority,  Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons,  1. 

Shortage  of  Housing  Accommodation  for  Working 
Classes 

(a)  To  replace  unsatisfactory  property,  Nil. 

(b)  To  provide  additional  accommodation. 

100  applications  for  houses  received. 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling -houses  : — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in¬ 
spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts)  . 2355 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District  Regulations,  1910,  or  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925)  439 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  Nil 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-headings) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  133 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices:—  .  108 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  108 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — ■ 

Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — • 

(a)  By  Owners  .  24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declaration  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  .  Nil 
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Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme¬ 
died  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners .  Nil 


0 — Proceedings  under  Section  11,  14,  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 


the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 


MILK.— DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

There  are  2  registered  Cowkeepers,  4  Dairies  or  Milk 
Stores,  and  26  Milk  Purveyors  registered. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Disease 

—  ■  ■ 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . 

10 

10 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

39 

38 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever . 

8 

8 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

15 

Nil 

6 

Erysipelas . 

3 

1 

Nil 
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INFECTIOUS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 


1925  AND 


THE  FOUR  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

1925 

1924 

6 

1923 

17 

1922 

16 

1921 

15 

Diphtheria  . 

..  10 

16 

10 

15 

20 

Typhoid  Fever . 

8 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.. 

..  20 

11 

17 

13 

17 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

..  5 

3 

8 

4 

3 

Erysipelas  . .  . 

..  3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

..  Nil 

1 

2 

1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

..  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia,  Primary  . 

..  15 

14 

4 

7 

6 

Totals 

..  100 

52 

62 

57 
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SCHOOL 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  N  ON-N  OTIFIABLE 

DISEASES  DURING  1925. 

German  Whooping 

Chicken  Measles 

Mumps 

Measles  Cough 

Pox 

January .... 

—  12 

—  58 

— 

February  .  . 

- — -  — 

—  — 

— 

March  .... 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

April  . 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

May  . 

—  - — - 

—  — 

— 

J  une  . 

—  — 

- — -  — 

1 

July  . 

—  — 

10  — 

— 

August  .... 

—  — 

1  — 

— 

September  . . 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

October  .... 

— .  — 

—  — 

— 

November  . . 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

December  . . 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

Totals 

12 

11  58 

1 

I 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmon. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmon. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

year  . . 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1-5  .. 

1  — 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

5-10  .. 

1 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

10-15  .. 

1 

2 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

15-20  .. 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

20-25  .. 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

1 

25-35  .. 

1 

1 

— 

_ _ 

2 

1 

_ 

35-45  .. 

4 

— 

_ 

2 

45-55  .. 

1 

2 

_ 

2 

55-65  .. 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

65  cfeover 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

10 

10 

3 

2 

7 

2 

-  I 

1 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. — Ten  deaths,  comprising  7 
Males,  aged  respectively  21,  34,  35,  37,  41,  48,  and  53  years; 
and  3  Females,  ages  8,  15,  and  27.  Four  not  notified  :  Ratio, 
4  to  10.  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  this  District  good. 
There  were  no  refusals  to  notify. 

Death  from  Typhoid  Fever. — One,  Female,  age  21  years. 

Deaths  from  Pneumonia. — Six,  ages  13  months,  18 
months,  31,  35,  40,  and  67. 
i 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough. — Four,  Female,  age  18 
months ;  and  Female,  age  3  years ;  2  Males,  aged  8  months. 

Death  from  Measles. — Female,  age  10  months. 
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TO  THE  MILTON 


REGIS  URBAN  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Fourth  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1925,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Death  Hate. — During  the  year  there  were  108  Deaths, 
equivalent  to  a  Death  Rate  of  14.2  per  1,000.  This  is  a  great 
increase  on  last  year,  when  the  deaths  numbered  81,  with  a 
Death  Rate  of  10.5  per  1,000,  and  an  average  of  11.4  per 
1,000  for  the  last  five  years. 

On  analysing  this  increase  we  find  that  the  chief  causes 
of  death  are  :■ — Cancer  (15),  Heart  Disease  (16),  and  Old  Age 
(32),  accounting  for  63  of  the  deaths  out  of  the  totaT  of  108, 
and  50  of  these  occurred  at  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
Most  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  trying  weather  conditions 
experienced  during  the  first  and  last  quarter  of  the  year  1925. 
During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  the  weather  was 
very  unsettled,  cold  northerly  winds,  deficient  sunshine,  and 
excessive  rainfall  being  experienced.  In  the  last  three  months 
numerous  fogs  were  experienced,  together  with  alternating 
periods  of  very  mild  and  very  wintry  conditions,  taxing 
severely  any  reserve  power  that  the  very  aged  or  those  afflicted 
with  organic  disease  may  have. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  18.3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  19.4  in  1924,  and  an  average  of  20  during  the 
last  five  years. 


The  Infantile  Death  Rate  was  64.7  per  1,000  births,  as 
compared  with  41.3  last  year,  and  an  average  of  56.5  for  the 
previous  hive  years. 


Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  40  notifications  received 
(excluding  Tuberculosis),  as  compared  with  25  in  1924,  and 
an  average  of  31  per  annum  for  the  past  five  years. 

Of  J)i phtjiena  there  were  4  cases,  as  compared  with  2  in 
1924,  and  an  average  of  9.4  for  the  past  five  years. 

Of  Scarlet  Fever  there  were  16  cases,  as  compared  with  3 
in  1924,  and  an  average  of  13.6  per  annum  for  the  last  five 
years.  In  the  month  of  July  there  was  a  small  outbreak  in  the 
Ufton  Lane  Schools,  which  was  promptly  checked  by  medical 
inspection,  disinfection  of  the  premises,  and  exclusion  from 
school  of  all  contacts. 

Of  Typhoid  Fever  there  was  1  case,  compared  with 
1  the  previous  year,  and  a  total  of  four  cases  for  the 
last  five  years. 
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Of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  or  Consumption  there  were 
4  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  2  in 
1924,  and  an  average  of  5  per  annum  during  the  last  five 
years.  Thirteen  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received,  as 
compared  with  7  in  1924,  17  in  1923,  12  in  1922,  and  10  in 
1921. 

The  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  were  : — Whooping 
Cough  2,  Consumption  4,  and  Pneumonia  8. 

New  Powers.- — It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  record  that 
the  Council  have  decided  to  adopt  the  Model  Bye-Laws  issued 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  regarding  Slaughter-houses,  with 
Clauses  9  (A)  and  9  (B)  modified  as  follows  : — <(A  person  shall 
not  in  a  Slaughter-house  proceed  to  slaughter  any  bull,  ox, 
cow,  heifer,  steer,  calf,  or  pig,  until  the  same  shall  have  been 
effectually  stunned,  and  such  stunning  shall,  with  regard  to 
bovine  animals  be  effected  with  a  mechanically  operated  in¬ 
strument  suitable  and  sufficient  for  the  purpose.” 
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1. —GENERAL  statistics. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area.— Acres,  2,558. 

Population  (1925). — 7,600. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921). — 1,611. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921). — 1,74  7. 
Rateable  Value. — <£35,736. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate. — £125. 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Births.- — Legitimate,  61  Males,  71  Females.  Illegitimate, 
3  Males  and  4  Females.  Total,  139.  Birth  Rate,  18.3;  1924, 
19.4  per  1,000. 

Deaths. — 108.  Death  Rate,  14.2  ;  1924,  10.5  per  1,000. 
Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child¬ 
birth. — Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age  per  1,000  Births. 
— 64.7.  Two  Illegitimate.  Total,  9;  1924,  41.3. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  Nil.  Whooping  Cough 
(all  ages),  2.  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),  2. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1925. 


Diseases 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

- 

2 

2 

Influenza  . . 

- 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

4 

- 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases . 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

8 

7 

15 

Rheumatic  Fever  . . . 

2 

- 

2 

Diabetes  . 

2 

- 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

2 

3 

5 

Heart  Disease  . 

9 

7 

16 

Artsrio  sclerosis  . 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

4 

4 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  .... 

- 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) . 

1 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

1 

- 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
Premature  Birth . 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide  .  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  . 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Defined  Diseases . 

16 

8 

24 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

62 

46 

108 

There  were  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have 
been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  period  under 
review,  nor  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment 
which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 
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DEATHS  OF 


INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 
AGE  DURING  1925. 


YEAR  OF 


Sex 

Age 

Certihed  Cause  of  Death 

1 

F 

10  months  . . 

B  ronch  o  -  Pn  e  u  m  on  i  a 

2 

M 

9  days  .... 

Premature  Birth 

3 

F 

7  weel  s  .... 

Enlarged  Tfiymas 

4 

M 

3  months  . . 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

5 

F 

1  month*  . . 

Debility  from  Birth 

6 

M 

2  hours  .... 

lUemature  Birth 

7 

F 

8  hours  .... 

Haemorrhage  from  Umbilical  Cord 

8 

M 

11  days  .... 

Hydrocephalus 

9 

F 

20  minutes* 

Premature  Birth 

4  Males,  5  Females,  Total  9.  ^Illegitimate. 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Five  Deaths. — One  not  notified.  Ratio,  1  to  5.  The 
ages  of  the  Deaths  were  as  follows  20  months,  18  years,  30 
years,  44  years,  51  years. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  in  this  District  good. — 
There  were  no  refusals  to  notify. 

DEATHS  FROM  PNEUMONIA 
One  Death,  age  G4  years. 


DEATHS  FROM  WHOOPING  COUGH. 
Two  Deaths. — 4  years,  and  3  years. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION 


OF  HEALTH 
AREA. 


SERVICES  IN  THE 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council. — Tuberculosis- — Number  of  beds, 
46  (40  by  the  County  Council).  Fever  Hospital,  number  of 
beds,  102,  by  the  Local  Authority.  Small-Pox  Hospital, 
number  of  beds,  20,  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  Infectious 
Hospital  and  Small-Pox  Hospital  are  maintained  by  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board,  formed  from  the  Sittingbourne  Urban,  Milton 
Regis  Urban,  and  Milton  Rural  District  Councils. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti¬ 
mate  Infants ,  and  Homeless  Children. — None. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — (n)  Foa  Infectious  cases  by  the 
Local  Authority,  (b)  for  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  cases 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

V  * 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — School  Clinic,  Albany 
Street,  Sittingbourne,  Saturday,  County  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Dental  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Sittingbourne,  Thurs¬ 
day,  County  Council. 

Eye  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Sittingbourne,  Wednes¬ 
day,  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Albany  Street,  Sittingbourne, 
Monday,  County  Council. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Chalkwell,  Milton  Regis,  Mon¬ 
day  and  Thursday,  Local  Authority. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — A  District  Nurse 
provided  by  Sittingbourne,  Milton  Regis,  and  Murst-on 
Nursing  Association. 

Midwives. — In  private  practice. — Two. 

Laboratory  Work. — All  done  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  at  Sessions  House,  Maidstone. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  M.Inst.,  M.  &  C.E.,  M.R.S.I. 

Health  Visitor ,  General  Training  3  years,  and  Health 
Visitor’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
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LOCAL  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

1  Viet.  c.  2. — An  Act  for  Letter  paving,  cleansing,  light¬ 
ing,  watching,  an)d  otherwise  improving  the  town  of  Milton- 
next-  S  itti'ngbourne . 

Provisional  Orate r  of  the  29th  February,  1876. 
Provisional  Order  olf  tlhe  4ith  June,  1884. 

Provisional  Order  of  the  19th  Febru ary,  1901. 
Provisional  Order  of  the  11th  May,  1909. 

Order  of  Local  Government  Board  of  6th,  May,  1898, 

conferring  on  the  Urban  District  Council  certain  powers  of 
a  Parish  Council  (Sections  5,  6,  8,  14,  and  17  (in  part)  of 
Local  Government  Act,  1894). 

Increase  of  Charges  Act,  1918,  8th  August,  1920. 

Milton  Regis  Gas  Order,  1922,  1 7th  July,  1923. 

ACTS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  COUNCIL. 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  April  1st,  1925. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890. — Pts.  II., 
III.,  IV.,  and  V. 

Infections  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892. 

Section  7  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  and 
Section  33  ioif  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  have  also 
been  put  in  farce  in  the  District. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (pts.) 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

DELEGATED  POWERS. 

Cinematograph  Act  . 1st  April,  1911 

Theatres  . 8th  May,  1889 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  . 5th  March,  1920 

BYE-LAWS 

In  Force  within  the  District. 

Regulation  of  Meetings,  etc . 23rd  March,  1897 

New  Streets  and  Buildings, 

Nuisances  . 1st  August,  1904 

Sla ughter  -houses . 2  6th  J uly ,  1904 

Common)  Lodging  Houses  . 26th  July,  1904 

Regulation  of  Dairies,  Cow- sheds,  and 

Milksihopis  . 14th  June,  1887 

Regulation  of  Allotments . 23rd  February,  1899 

Walter  Supply  . 7th  June,  1904 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . 6th  October,  1910 
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Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  II.,  Street  and  Buildings, 
except  Section  20,  and  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  as  regards  Sections  21  and  22.  Part  III.,  Sanitary 
Provisions,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Health  as 
regards  Section  44.  Part  IV.,  Verminous  Premises,  etc.  Part 
V.,  Watercourses,  Streams,  etc.,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the 
Minister  of  Health.  Came  into  operation  4th  February,  1920, 
except  Sections  21,  22,  and  44,  which  shall  come  into  opera¬ 
tion  at  such  time  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
and  Part  V.,  at  such  time  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Minister  of 
Health. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

The  Urban  District  of  Milton  Regis  has  an  area  of  2,55b 
acres,  and  consists  of  a  large  old,  and  a  small  new  part,  divi¬ 
ded  by  the  main  London  to  Dover  rood .  To  the  north  of 
the  London  road  lies  old  Milton,  with  a  goiod  deal  of  old  cot¬ 
tage  property.  To  the  south  lies  the  new  part,  comprised  of 
a  better  class  of  house  property. 

The  Chief  Industries  are  brick  and  cement  making.  Also 
a  large  Papermaking  Mill. 

Roads. — There  are  five  miles  of  main  noads,  and  11  miles 
4  furlongs  of  other  roads.  Tar  painting  is  done  on  the  main 
reads,  and  the  chief  of  the  bye-roads. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  f-or  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1925. 

Housing  Regulations. — During  the  year  inspections  have 
been  made  of  property  and  notices  where  necessary  have  been 
served  on  the  owners  to  remedy  any  defects  found,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  in  most  cases  the  notices  served  on  the 
owners  were  carried  out  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  and  in 
a  practical  manner. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  and  notices 


served  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  361 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  .  98 

Notices  in  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation...  18 

Notices  in  regard  to  drainage  .  24 

Notices  to  abate  nuisances  .  46 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  486 


Infectious  Diseases. — Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  and  investigation  as  to  the  probable  cause  has  been 
carried  out  in  the  following  cases:- — Scarlet  Fever,  16; 
Diphtheria,  4  ;  Tvphoid  Fever,  1  ;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

11. 

Slaughter-Houses  and  Meat  Shops. — There  are  four 
slaughter-houses  in  the  District,  being  an  increase  of  one  dur¬ 
ing  the  year ;  the  new  slaughter-house  is  used  for  the  occasional 
killing  of  pigs,  and  one  other  is  seldom  used.  There  are  five 
Meat  Shops  in  the  District.  Periodical  inspections  have  been 
made,  and  they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  compliance  with 
your  bye-laws.  It  was  only  necessary  to  serve  one  notice  for 
a  minor  defect  during  the  year.  Under  the  Meat  Regulations 
frequent  inspections  have  been  made,  and  the  butchers  have  at 
all  times  been  willing  to  assist  me  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
duties  laid  down  by  these  Regulations.  '  During  the  year 
lcwt.  Iqr.  151bs.  of  meat  was  condemned  and  voluntarily  sur¬ 
rendered 

Dairies ,  Cowsheds ,  and  Milk  shops. — There  are  four  Cow¬ 
sheds,  three  dairies,  and  fifteen  purveyors  of  milk  on  the 
register.  The  Cowsheds  were  kept  clean,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  serve  any  notices  on  the  owners.  There  were 
twenty-eight  inspections  during  the  year. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. — In  tTie  district  there  are  four 
registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  one  House-let- in - 
Lodgings.  One  notice  was  served  calling  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  paving  in  the  backyard,  and  the  owner  has  had 
the  defect  remedied.  Twenty-four  visits  were  made  to  the 
houses,  and  they  were  found  in  a  clean  condition,  and  kept 

in  compliance  with  your  bye-laws. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  in  the  district  one  Fell 

mongery,  one  Tallow  Chandlery,  one  Rag  and  Bone  Store, 
and  one  Fried  Fish  Shop.  Periodical  inspections  were  made, 
and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  necessary. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Theme  are  fourteen  factories, 
twenty-two  workshops,  and  one  bakehouse  on  the  register.  Two 
notices  were  served  in  respect  to  sanitary  accommodation,  and 
the  defects  have  since  been  remedied  ;  on  the  whole  the  pre¬ 
mises  were  kept  clean  and  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  W.  CALLAWAY,  M.R.S.I. 
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HOUSING. 

I.  General  housing  conditions  in  the  area. — During  the 
past  year  16  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council,  and  for  these 
60  applications  were  received.  In  addition  the  Council  are 
also  contemplating  the  erection  of  another  24  houses  for  let¬ 
ting  to  meet  the  housing  needs  of  the  District,  for  which  ten¬ 
ders  are  now  being  advertised.  At  Kemsley,  situated  at  the 
northern  end  of  the  District,  Messrs.  Edward  Lloyd,  Ltd., 
have  completed  176  houses,  in  which  occupation  is  now  taking 
place  by  their  staff  and  employees. 

This  number  consists  of  houses  of  various  grades,  as 
follows  : — 108  Grade  I.  ;  34  Grade  II.  ;  28  Grade  III.  ;  and 
6  Grade  IV.,  and  is  only  a  small  proportion  of  what  will 
eventually  be  a  model  garden  village  of  the  most  approved 
standard,  with  its  own  water  supply,  drainage  and  sewage 
disposal  works,  on  the  latest  system  of  “activated  sludge/’  The 
elevation  of  the  various  grade  houses  are  different  in  order  to 
break  any  monotony  caused  through  similarity  of  con¬ 
struction. 

The  houses  of  Grades  I.  and  II.  are  of  a  size  that  rank 
for  Ministry  of  Health  subsidy,  and  comprise  parlour,  living 
room,  scullery,  three  bedrooms,  bathroom,  and  the  usual 
offices. 

Grade  III.  houses  have  the  same  accommodation,  but  the 
rooms  are  larger,  and  therefore  do  not  rank  for  subsidy. 

Grade  IV.  houses  consist  of  dining  room,  drawing  room, 
kitchen,  and  scullery  on  the  ground  floor,  four  bedrooms, 
bath  room,  etc.,  on  the  first  floor,  and  the  space  in 
the  roof  has  been  floored  and  matchboarded  around  for  use 
as  a  large  boxroom.  Garages  are  provided  for  each  of  these 
houses. 

All  the  houses  are  electrically  lighted,  and  facilities  are 
provided  for  electric  radiators,  boiling  rings,  etc.,  to  be  used 
as  tenants  desire,  the  fittings  being  obtainable  on  hire  at  the 
lowest  possible  charges.  All  electric  power  and  light  will  be 
supplied  from  the  Kemsley  Mills  at  cost  price.  Each  house 
has  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  throughout  with  a  washing 
copper  of  the  latest  design,  and  deep  sink  with  double  drain¬ 
ing  boards. 

All  front  gardens  are  to  be  laid  out,  and  kept  in  proper 
condition  by  the  owners,  so  as  to  ensure  the  appearance  of 
the  houses  being  kept  in  a  manner  that  will  tend  to 
uniformity. 
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All  the  roads  will  be  surfaced  with  concrete,  with  six 
feet  grass  verges  between  the  kerb  and  footpath  in  which 
trees  twenty  feet  apart  are  planted,  comprising  Norwegian 
Maple,  Acacia,  Scarlet  Thorne,  Crab  Apple,  Silver  Birch, 
Mountain  Ash,  and  Austrian  Pine  for  screens. 

About  five  acres  of  land  is  reserved  for  playing  fields. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  tennis  courts,  cricket  pitches,  etc., 
and  eventually  open-air  swimming  baths  are  to  be  constructed. 

The  owners  have  their  own  water  supply,  derived  from 
deep  wells,  the  village  supply  being  tapped  of!  a  2ft.  main, 
supplying  the  Kemsley  Mill,  and  then  pumped  to  a  water  tower 
55ft.  high,  situated  at  the  highest  point  of  the  village,  from 
which  it  gravitates  to  the  service  mains,  giving  a  pressure  of 
50-60  lbs.  per  square  inch.  For  fire  purposes  two  turbine 
pumps  are  provided  giving  a  pressure  of  1801bs.  per  square 
inch  at  any  part  of  the  village.  The  water  tower  is  con¬ 
structed  of  concrete  of  substantial  and  pleasing  design,  and 
has  a  capacity  of  100,000  gallons. 

The  new  village  is  situated  at  Kemsley  Down,  to  the 
north  of  the  old  part  of  Milton  Regis,  and  at  an  altitude  of 
roughly  60ft.  above  sea  level. 

The  completion  of  this  village  together  with  another 
additional  33  houses  that  the  Southern  Railway  contemplate 
erecting  for  their  employees,  should  materially  lessen  the 
existing  shortage  of  houses  in  this  District,  and  the  adjoining 
district  of  Sittingbourne,  from  whence  there  must  be  some 
transference  of  population  in  the  near  future. 

II.  Overcrowding . — There  are  about  twenty  cases  of 
overcrowding  in  the  District,  attributable  to  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  suitable  accommodation,  and  for  this  reason  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  enforce  statutory  measures. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  the 
houses  in  the  District  is  on  the  whole  good.  There  is  none 
actually  unfit  for  habitation.  Systematic  inspection  of  the 
District  is  carried  out,  and  if  any  defects  are  found  notices 
are  served  on  the  owners  to  remedy  the  same.  Some  houses 
(farms)  in  the  outlying  districts,  where  there  are  no  water 
mains,  have  only  wells.  80  per  cent,  of  the  closets  are  water 
flushed,  and  all  refuse  in  the  District  is  collected  once  weekly 
by  the  Council’s  employees  from  portable  sanitary  dustbins 
provided  by  the  owners. 

IV.  Unhealthy  Areas. — None,  and  no  representations 
have  been  made. 

V.  Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Buildings  and  Streets  have 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  came  into 
force  December  31st,  1925.  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Houses- 
let-in-Lodgings  are  also  in  force. 
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SANITAR1  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water. — The  source  of  supply  is  from  two  deep  wells  at 
about  100ft.  in  the  chalk,  diameter  5ft.  connected  by  Adit 
100ft.  in  length,  pumped  up  to  a  covered  Reservoir  200ft. 
above  sea  level,  with  a  capacity  of  550,000  gallons,  giving  a 
constant  supply.  The  water  is  of  good  organic  quality,  with 
no  possibility  of  any  contamination. 

About  twenty  houses  (farms)  in  the  outlying  districts, 
which  are  not  connected  with  the  water  mains  derive  their 
supply  from  wells. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — This  is  on  the  water  carriage 
system,  and  the  disposal  is  by  Bacteria  Beds  on  the  Dibden 
system,  producing  a  satisfactory  effluent,  and  draining  into 
tlie  Milton  Creek  portion  of  the  River  Swale,  which  is  tidal. 

All  houses  (with  very  few  exceptions)  are  connected  to  the 
sewers. 

In  the  outlying  districts  the  means  of  disposal  is  by  cess¬ 
pools  and  privies. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  1,646  w.c.’s,  about  20 
draining  into  cesspools.  Earth  closets  or  privies  24.  Pail 
closets  3. 

Scavenging . — A  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is 
made  throughout  the  District,  which  is  disposed  of  by  tipping 
on  the  land  sufficiently  distant  not  to  cause  a  nuisance.  Cess¬ 
pools  and  privies  are  emptied  by  the  owners. 

Since  1923  sanitary  bins  to  the  number  of  836  have  been 
supplied  by  the  owners  of  houses,  with  great  improvement  in 
regard  to  the  cleanliness  and  tidiness  of  the  backs  of  houses, 
as  against  The  old  method  of  placing  the  refuse  in  any  old  and 
dilapidated  receptacle. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  following  are  controlled  by  Bye¬ 
laws  : — 1  Fellmonger,  1  Tallow  Chandler,  1  Rag  and  Bone 
Stores,  2  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Schools. — All  the  Schools  have  water-flushed  w.c.’s,  and 
connected  with  the  sewers.  No  complaint  of  any  nuisance  has 
been  received. 

Premises  controlled  by  Bye-laws. — There  are  4  Common 
Lodging  Houses  in  the  District.  Close  observation  upon  these 
is  necessary  to  keep  them  in  a  sanitary  condition,  and  in  con¬ 
formance  with  the  Bye-laws.  Bye-laws  for  houses  “let  in 
lodgings”  are  in  force  in  the  District. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  three  existing  Slaughter-houses 
are  granted  licenses  annually,  and  are  kept  in  conformance 
with  the  Bye-laws. 
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(  ^Fll,  Dailies ,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — There  are  four 
Cowsheds,  three  Dairies,  and  fifteen  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the 
District. 

Bakeries.  the  one  Bakehouse  is  a  retail  one. 

Fact 01  ies,  II  orkshops,  and  Workplaces. — There  are  14 
Factories,  including  Brickfields,  and  22  Workshops  and 
Workplaces  on  the  Register.  Each  was  inspected  twice  during 
the  year.  Defects  found  during  the  year  : — Want  of  Cleanli¬ 
ness,  nil.  Defective  \  entilation,  nil.  Defective  Sanitary  Ac¬ 
commodation,  3.  Breach  of  Sanitary  Requirements  in  Bake¬ 
houses,  nil. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  'during  the  year: _ 

(a)  Total  .  q 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
1919,  or  1923. 

(i)  by  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  of  persons  .  2 

Shortage  of  housing  accommodation  for  working  classes  : _ 

Extent  of  shortage  : — 

(a)  To  replace  unsatisfactory  property  .  Nil 

(b)  To  provide  additional  accommodation  .  50 

1  ■ — Unfit  dwelling-houses . 


Inspection.  ( 1 )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  342 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  95 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . \:j 

2. —Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  or  their  Officers  .  §1 
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S  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925  . . 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nd 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling- ho  uses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwell ing-houseis  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  .  Nil 

B— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re¬ 
medied  .  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  .  19 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 

houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  ml 


NOTIFIABLE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DISEASES 

DURING  THE  YEAR,  1925, 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 

A  dmitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Typhoid  Fever . . 

1 

1 

Nil 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

4 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

16 

16 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever . 

1 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas .  .... 

3 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia  . 

15 

Nil 

1 

SCHOOL 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  NON-NOTIFIABLE 
DISEASES  DURING  1925. 


January  . 

February  . 

March  . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . . 

July  . 

August . 

September  ,  .... 

October  . 

November  . 

December  . 

Tota’s  . 


Whooping 

Cough 


11 

1 


Measles 


Chicken- 

Pox 


1  3 

3 

12  1  6 


Mumps 
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INFECTIOUS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1925  AND 
THE  FOUR  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Scarlet  Fever .  16 

Diphtheria  .  4 


Typhoid  Fever  .  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 
«/ 


eulosis  .  13 

N  o  n  -Pulmo  n  ary 
Tuberculosis  ...  3 

Erysipelas  .  3 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis .  0 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum .  0 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 

Pneumonia 

Primary  .  15 


1924 

O 

o 

2 

1  , 

7  ...  17 

2  ...  5 

1  ...  1 

1  ...  0 

2  .  .  1 

0  ...  1 

15  ...  3 


1922  1921 

7  ...  38 

18  ...  15 

0  ...  0 

12  ...  10 

4  ...  1 

2  ...  2 

0  ...  0 

1  ...  1 

0  ...  0 

2  ...  0 


1923 
4  . 
8  . 
2  . 


56 


34  42  A  6 


Totals 


67 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age 

Periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmon 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmon 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 
year  . . 

1-5 

- 

-r 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5-10  .. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  . . 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

25-B5  .. 

5 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35  45  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

] 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  . . 

1 

— 

— 

- 

l 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

9 

4 

2 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

No  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Notified. 
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FAVERSHAM  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

Milton  Creek  an/d  the  Western  Swale  are  within 
jurisdiction  of  the  Port  of  Faversham  for  the  purposes 
sanitation  and  public  health. 

^  The  Port  Sanitary  Author! rty  is  the  Town  Council 
Faversham. 


the 

of 


of 


Foi  that  poition  of  the  Faversham  Port  clomp riseid  in 
Milton  Creek,  as  defined  by  the  Milton  Creek  Conservancy 
Act,  1899,  the  Medical  Officer  of  , Miltion  and  Sittimgbourne 
has  been  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  here  append  the  Annual  Report:  — 


TO  THE  FAVERSHAM  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  1925  as  your  Medical  Officer  for  the  Milton  portion  of 
the  Port. 

The  type  o.f  vessel  using  the  Creek,  and  the  nature  of 
goods  carried  (chiefly  bricks,  wood  pulp,  London  refuse,  and 
m  anu  r  e) ,  rem  a  ins  u  nchia'nge  d . 

During  the  year  I  have  periodically  visited  the  Creek, 
and  every  barge  using  the  Creek  has  been  inspected  during 
the  year  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  vessels  remains  satisfactory, 

Sanitary  defects  discovered  in  barges  are  always  at¬ 
tended  to  at  once  by  owners  without  Statutory  Notices  beano- 
served.  "  fc 

Infectious  Disease. — No  case  of  am  infectious  kind  has 
been  notified  during  the  year. 

Regulations  as  to  Food . — Very  little  foodstuffs  are  brought 
into  this  portion  of  the  Port,  and  during  the  year  no  article 
of  food  was  condemned  as  unfit. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  for  the  benefit  of  the 
health  of  the  bargees. 


I  aim,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  J.  WERNET,  M.B.  (Loud),  D.P.H, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 


I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1925. 


From  the  inspections  made  of  the  vessels  in  the  Milton 
area  of  your  Authority  it  has  been  necessary  to  serve  two 
notices  on  the  owners  of  vessels  to  have  sanitary  defects  re¬ 
medied,  and  these  were  immediately  carried  out.  The  vessels 
generally  are  clean,  and  the  living  quarters  well  ventilated 
and  well  kept. 

The  water  tanks  are  clean  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  Manure  barges  have  had  my  particular  attention, 
and  before  their  departure  I  have  inspected  them  to  see  if  they 
have  been  properly  cleansed. 


No  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  notified  during 
the  year. 


Rat  guards  have  been  provided  for  use  in  case  of  neces¬ 
sity  ;  but  it  is  very  seldom  a  foreign  vessel  is  seen  on  the 
Creek,  and  should  this  be  the  case  it  has  usually  visited  an 
English  port  before  arriving  here  to  load.  On  the  barges,  as 
I  previously  stated,  very  few  rats  are  seen  and  steps  are  im- 
taken  to  destroy  them  should  one  be  found. 


No  foreign  vessels  have  entered  the  Creek  during  the 
past  twelve  months. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ALBERT  W.  CALLAWAY,  M.R.S.I. 
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